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Statement of Faith

ABOUT GOD

God is the one and only true God, yet He exists in three persons: God the 
Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit. God is the Creator, so 
everything belongs to Him and is under His control. God is holy, so He is 
righteous, majestic, and loving. God is all knowing and purposeful, so He’s 
at work to bring about His will. No person, thing, or idea compares to God.

ABOUT THE SCRIPTURES

God reveals Himself to us through the Bible, and it is 100% accurate, reliable, 
and authoritative.

ABOUT PEOPLE

People are made in God’s image and for His pleasure. But everybody falls 
short of God’s intention, or ideal, for people. In other words, everyone has 
sinned. As a result, we are all separated from Him, even though He wants 
an intimate relationship with each of us.

ABOUT SALVATION

That’s why Jesus—God’s Son—came and lived on this earth, died, and 
rose again. God offers His free gift of salvation to all who believe in Jesus 
and accept Him as Savior—the only way to be forgiven and reconciled to 
God. Anyone who accepts this gift is adopted as a son or daughter into 
God’s family and will live with Him forever in heaven.
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Sound the Trumpets

Virtue: Honor—letting someone know you see how valuable they really are. 

Memory Verse: “Love each other deeply. Honor others more than yourselves.” Romans 12:10, NIrV

Bible Story: Sound the Trumpets (David dances in honor of God) • 2 Samuel 6:12b-22a
Bottom Line: Honor God out LOUD. 

Plug In: Focus the Energy (Small Groups, 10-15 minutes)

4th–5th Grade 

PREVIEW

Plug In is designed to introduce children to the day’s topic in a setting that gives them individualized attention from their Small Group Leader and plenty of interaction with a small group of peers. 

Divide the children by age into groups of no more than 10. You will need one Small Group Leader for each small group. Ideally, assign the same Small Group Leader to the same group of kids for the entire year. 

FOR LEADERS ONLY
Today is the last week we’ll be talking specifically about honor for a while, so make the most of it! Honor is (1) letting someone know you see how valuable they really are. (2) Of all who deserve honor, God is the most worthy. (3) So today, help kids catch a glimpse of what it means to honor Him out LOUD. When Michal showed her disdain of David’s actions, he had a ready reply, surely one based on a lifetime of seeking God’s heart: “What I did was for God and God alone, I’m not concerned about what others think, and what’s more, I’ll become even more undignified than this.” As you plan for today’s lesson, think about how YOU honor God and what (4) you will tell your kids—and others—about why you honor Him.

GET READY
For each small group, do the following: 

· Early Arriver: Provide an interesting offering container.
· Horns: Gather an empty paper towel roll, an empty toilet paper roll, or cardstock rolled into a tube and secured for each child. Cut a four-inch square of waxed paper for each child. Also provide rubber bands, sharp pencils, markers, and stickers.
· Gather the leaders together to pray before the kids arrive. Pray that each child would listen and learn the Bible truths presented during today’s session. If any kids arrive before or during the prayer, invite them to participate with the leaders.
Early Arriver Idea

SUPPLIES: an interesting offering container 

Talk to the kids about the virtue this month. Can they tell you what it is and the definition? How have they incorporated what they’ve learned these last few weeks into their homes and circles of friends? Invite the kids to put their offerings in the offering container.
Horns

SUPPLIES: tubes, waxed paper squares, rubber bands, sharp pencils, markers, stickers

Give each child a tube, a waxed paper square, a rubber band, and a pencil. Guide them to use their pencils to poke three or four holes in their tubes. Then instruct them to attach their waxed paper to the end of their tube using a rubber band. Let them use the rest of the time to decorate their tubes with words or symbols that have to do with honor. If they like, they can use the logo they created in week 2. Make sure they all have their names on their horns. Ask them not to blow their horns yet. Instead, focus on making them look cool. 
WRAP UP

SMALL GROUP LEADER: “Okay, we’ll save these for later. But, just for fun, how loud do you think yours will be? We’ll test them out in just a bit. [Transition] Right now we’re going to large group to learn about an event that was very, very loud!”

Lead your group to the large group environment.

Note to SGLs: Collect the horns and take them with you to the large group environment. Prompt your kids to play them in large group (the large group designed for grades 4-5) when you hear the trumpet fanfare. You will also need the horns in the first activity in Catch On.

Sound the Trumpets

Virtue: Honor—letting someone know you see how valuable they really are. 

Memory Verse: “Love each other deeply. Honor others more than yourselves.” Romans 12:10, NIrV

Bible Story: Sound the Trumpets (David dances in honor of God) • 2 Samuel 6:12b-22a
Bottom Line: Honor God out LOUD. 

Catch On: Make the Connection (Small Groups, 25-30 minutes)

4th–5th Grade 

PREVIEW

Catch On is designed to help kids understand how the day’s topic applies to them. They’ll discuss real-life experiences, interact with a close-knit group of peers, and participate in a variety of activities that appeal to different learning styles. Life-application and memory-verse activities, as well as prayer, are always a part of this hands-on time.

Gather children into the same small groups as for Plug In. Make sure the same Small Group Leader works with the children.

GET READY

For each small group, do the following:

· Balloons Out LOUD: Gather uninflated balloons and the horns the kids made during Plug In. 

· Why Honor God?: Gather modeling clay and the shields the kids created during week 1. Optional: Look online for a photo of Michelangelo’s “David” statue. We suggest using a photo that’s from the waist up.
· Elevating Honor: Provide masking tape, construction paper, and markers.

· Praying Out LOUD: Provide Bibles, pencils, and paper.

· Make copies on cardstock of this week’s GodTime and Fridge Door cards. 
* If you only have time for one activity, we suggest activity #2. Activity #1 is particularly good for children who need to move in order to stay engaged (not just for boys). 
1. Balloons Out LOUD (application activity / review the Bible lesson / great for boys) 

SUPPLIES: uninflated balloons, the horns the kids made during Plug In

Give all the kids balloons and ask them to blow them up and tie them closed. Then invite kids to blow their horns. Next, explain that the air molecules inside the balloon are closer together, so they become a better conductor of sound waves than the ordinary air around you. In other words, they make things louder. Tell kids to use their balloons to amplify the sound of the horns: hold the horn against the balloon and blow it. It should sound louder. Next, drop the horns and lead them to shout the words of the following Psalms in unison through their balloons:

· “O magnify the Lord with me, and let us exalt His name together.” (Psalm 34:3, NASB)

· “I will praise the name of God with song and magnify Him with thanksgiving.” (Psalm 69:30, NASB)

SMALL GROUP LEADER: “When we come to believe in God, it is our job to amplify Him, kind of like we amplified sound with these balloons. That means that we let our attitudes, words, and actions show others what God is like. It’s like spreading the news about Him. But sometimes we don’t because we’re afraid of what other people might think. The thing we can learn from David’s actions that we heard about today is that we should seek to [Impress] honor God out LOUD.”
 Ask these questions to review the Bible story:

· What was David celebrating? (Returning the ark of the covenant to Jerusalem; it had been taken as war booty by the Philistines. Also, David wanted to honor God because He’d chosen David as king of Israel.) 
· Why was the ark significant? (The Ten Commandments had been stored in the ark of the covenant; the ark symbolized God’s presence with the people.)
· How did David honor God “out loud”? (He made a sacrifice as an offering to God; he danced for the Lord with all his might; he created a special place of honor for the ark; he led the people in celebration in order to honor God—he did all these things in front of others in order to point them to God’s worthiness; he participated—he didn’t send someone else to do this for him; he didn’t let what others might have thought keep him from honoring God; he gave a ready answer to Michal [MIGH kuhl] about why he was honoring God) 
· What kinds of things were the people of Israel doing to celebrate? (The whole community gathered to celebrate and participate with David; they shouted and blew trumpets.)

· Did Michal’s actions honor God? Why or why not?

SMALL GROUP LEADER: [Apply] “Honoring God out loud means honoring Him without worrying about what people will think about us. We don’t have the ark of the covenant. Most of us don’t even have trumpets. So how do you think you can magnify God for the people in your life? (Discuss with the kids. Answers might include: Our attitudes show. Do they reflect God’s value of and interest in the people around us, not just in us? Do our words, including tone of voice, reflect God’s attitude toward others? How about actions? Do we treat people like they’re valuable?) How will you give yourself the courage to overlook the opinions of those who might not approve?” (Ask for God’s help and strength; ask others to pray for you; seek encouragement from a friend who follows God; etc.)

Note of caution: Pop and dispose of all the balloons except one (it will be used in the Wrap Up) in order to eliminate a choking hazard.
* 2. Why Honor God? (application activity)
SUPPLIES: modeling clay, the shields the kids made during week 1, a photo of Michelangelo’s “David” (optional)
Give the kids some modeling clay and challenge them to create a human with it. Allow them plenty of time, but encourage them to do their best, even if they don’t feel artistically talented. While they work, tell them that the statue of David in the picture is considered one of the best statues in history. Explain that it was created in 1504 to show David thinking about his coming battle with Goliath. Tell the kids that Michelangelo was a very gifted artist, and this statue is known worldwide; but it can’t talk, walk, or breathe. It can’t reproduce something like itself. No sculptor or scientist—not even the best in the world—has ever been able to create a human being. (We have cloned cells, yes, but we have not created a human from nothing.) Only God can do that. He is awesome! [Apply] Invite them to brainstorm other reasons why God is worthy of our honor by prompting them with one of the four topics below:

1. God’s characteristics (perfect, compassionate, all-knowing, all-powerful, perfectly loving)
2. God’s creation (He made this whole place and all its beauty.)
3. God’s promises (He loves us. He will supply all our needs. He will make a place for us to live with Him forever. One day there will be no more tears and no more war.)
4. God’s salvation (He has conquered death. He will save us from our sins and give us eternal life. All we have to do is trust in His Son, Jesus, as our Savior.)
SMALL GROUP LEADER: “We’ve talked a lot about being courageous enough to stand up and [Impress] honor God out LOUD, but what happens when we do honor Him and someone asks us why? Do you have an answer? (Give kids time to think and reply.) It says in 1 Peter 3:15 that we should always be ready to give an answer for the hope we have in Jesus. [Apply] Write a pledge to God in the fourth quadrant of your shields. Begin with the words, ‘I pledge to always honor You by …’”

3. Elevating Honor (memory verse activity)

SUPPLIES: masking tape, construction paper, markers 

Let kids write and decorate the words of the memory verse, one word per sheet of paper. (Assign each kid a word, including the address of the verse.) Affix a loop of masking tape on the back of each sheet. Measure the tallest kid in your group with his or her hand as high as it can reach against the wall of your room. Now use your tape to mark a line at a height of about one foot higher than the tallest kid’s hand measured. Make the line long enough to post all the papers your students have just created. Give kids a running start from the other side of the room with one page of the memory verse in hand. They will run toward the wall and jump to try to get the words of the memory verse stuck in order across the line on the wall. Option: If you want to make it more challenging, start your first round letting them see the papers and giving 30 seconds to put themselves in verse order. Decrease the time you give them in subsequent rounds.
SMALL GROUP LEADER: “Today we’re learning to [Impress] honor God out LOUD. Did you know that if you do what this verse says, you’ll be honoring God as well as others? Our relationship with God isn’t just vertical—up and down, us and God; it’s horizontal, too—us with people. How we treat people is a measure of how much we love God. If you don’t believe me, read the first chapter of 1 John!
[Apply] “So, to wrap up our month of learning about honor, what do you think you will change or that God will lead you to change because of what you’ve learned this month?” (Give kids time to ponder and answer.)
Encourage kids to make a commitment to really put into practice what they’ve learned about honor. Give them back their shields and ask them to hang them somewhere at home where they can remind kids of their new commitment.

4. Praying Out LOUD (pray / Scripture search)
SUPPLIES: Bibles, pencils, paper

Note to SGLs: Children are often trained to be quiet in church, which is appropriate at times. But the Bible also tells us that we should shout to God. See Psalm 66; 98; and 100 for just a few examples. So this activity is not about shouting at each other. Rather, it’s about shouting to declare the glory of the one who made us.

Break your group into two teams. Invite the kids on each team to look up one or two of the following Scriptures: Revelation 4:11; Psalm 111:1-9; and Psalm 103:1-5. Ask kids to write their Scripture(s) out as prayers. (In other words, to paraphrase the words of the verse into a prayer.) When kids are finished looking up and writing their prayers, bring your teams back together and allow them to shout their prayers out loud. Close the prayer with some of the words below. 
SMALL GROUP LEADER: “Almighty God, thank You for Your Word and what it says about You. Thank You for being who You say You are. You are worthy of all our honor. In Jesus’ name, amen.

“You guys have learned a lot about how to [Impress] honor God out LOUD. Praying Scripture is good practice. So is praying out loud. And so is honoring God in all you say and do!
[Apply] “This week some time, try this again on your own. Search through the Scriptures. If you don’t know where to start, try looking through the Psalms. Choose a Scripture to pray. Go somewhere where people won’t hear you or won’t mind you shouting, and then pray out loud to God. You may find praying Scripture really helpful in your walk with Him.”

[Personalize] Tell of a time you prayed out loud or sang to God really loudly. If you haven’t done it before, try doing it before you meet with your small group. How did you feel?

Optional 5th Grade Discussion Questions 

If you lead fifth graders, consider asking these discussion questions:

· How did honoring God make David “undignified”? He said he’d become even more undignified when honoring God. What do you think he meant? What’s the difference between becoming undignified for God and just embarrassing yourself?

· What are you going to do if some people don’t like what you’re doing to honor God? How can you honor God when you’re dealing with people who disagree with you?

· Sometimes we don’t honor God because we don’t remember who He really is. Talk about some ways you can keep God’s nature and promises and works in mind every day.

WRAP UP

Bring together all the groups in your classroom so the Classroom Facilitator can conclude the session with a review. Be prepared to distribute this week’s GodTime and Fridge Door cards. 

CLASSROOM FACILITATOR: “We’re learning this month to do what? (Pause for responses and hold up a balloon left over from the first activity.) We can honor God by magnifying Him, saying more about Him, and making Him more widely known to others. (Blow up the balloon and pinch it closed without tying it.) Or we can fail to honor God. (Empty the balloon by stretching the mouth of the balloon, making a squealing sound.) I hope you choose honor. Let’s pray. 

“God, thank You for the example these kids are setting among their friends and families by honoring You and each other. Please make them strong to continue to do this as long as they live. In Jesus’ name, amen! 

“Have a great week!”

Distribute the GodTime and Fridge Door cards.
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