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Statement of Faith

ABOUT GOD

God is the one and only true God, yet He exists in three persons: God the 
Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit. God is the Creator, so 
everything belongs to Him and is under His control. God is holy, so He is 
righteous, majestic, and loving. God is all knowing and purposeful, so He’s 
at work to bring about His will. No person, thing, or idea compares to God.

ABOUT THE SCRIPTURES

God reveals Himself to us through the Bible, and it is 100% accurate, reliable, 
and authoritative.

ABOUT PEOPLE

People are made in God’s image and for His pleasure. But everybody falls 
short of God’s intention, or ideal, for people. In other words, everyone has 
sinned. As a result, we are all separated from Him, even though He wants 
an intimate relationship with each of us.

ABOUT SALVATION

That’s why Jesus—God’s Son—came and lived on this earth, died, and 
rose again. God offers His free gift of salvation to all who believe in Jesus 
and accept Him as Savior—the only way to be forgiven and reconciled to 
God. Anyone who accepts this gift is adopted as a son or daughter into 
God’s family and will live with Him forever in heaven.
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The Rebellion

Virtue: Honor—letting someone know you see how valuable they really are. 

Memory Verse: “Love each other deeply. Honor others more than yourselves.” Romans 12:10, NIrV

Bible Story: The Rebellion (David and Absalom) • 2 Samuel 15:1-16a; 16:15; 17:22; 18:6-7,15,31-33
Bottom Line: Honor those who are over you. 

Plug In: Focus the Energy (Small Groups, 10-15 minutes)

4th–5th Grade 

PREVIEW

Plug In is designed to introduce children to the day’s topic in a setting that gives them individualized attention from their Small Group Leader and plenty of interaction with a small group of peers. 

Divide the children by age into groups of no more than 10. You will need one Small Group Leader for each small group. Ideally, assign the same Small Group Leader to the same group of kids for the entire year. 

FOR LEADERS ONLY
We’ve been talking about honor this month, which is (1) letting someone know you see how valuable they really are. So far, we’ve focused on some pretty positive examples of honor. But just as there are good reasons for learning why we SHOULD do something, there are compelling reasons for discovering why we SHOULD NOT do something, and Absalom, O Absalom, is a hair-raising example of where dishonor can take you. (2) God wants us to honor Him and (3) the people He’s put over us. He says it straight out: Honor your parents and the authorities. (4) When we do, everyone wins. When we don’t, everyone loses.

GET READY
For each small group, do the following: 

· Early Arriver: Provide an interesting offering container.
· King of the Hill: Provide a stool or chair, colored tissue paper or newspaper, plastic spoons, and a crown.

· Gather the leaders together to pray before the kids arrive. Pray that each child would listen and learn the Bible truths presented during today’s session. If any kids arrive before or during the prayer, invite them to participate with the leaders.
Early Arriver Idea

SUPPLIES: an interesting offering container 

Follow up with the kids in your group on the subject of last week’s lesson. Ask how they increased the level of honor that is shown among their friends and if they’ve actually seen a difference when they tried to show honor among their peers. Invite the kids to put their offerings in the offering container.
King of the Hill

SUPPLIES: a stool or chair, colored tissue paper or newspaper, plastic spoons, a crown 
Choose one child to play the king. Ask him (or her) to stand on a chair or stool. Give each of the other kids a strong plastic spoon and a stack of newspaper or tissue paper. For more fun, use multiple colors of tissue paper. Give the crown to your “king.” Invite all the kids to crumple their paper into projectiles and use their spoons as catapults (no throwing) to hit the king with their projectiles. Option: If you want to make it more challenging, move kids further away from the king. Whoever hits the king with a projectile, knocks the king off his hill and takes his place. Play for as long as you have time.

WRAP UP

SMALL GROUP LEADER: “We’ve been talking about some positive examples of honor the last couple weeks. Last week, we talked about someone who had the right to rule, but gave it up. (Prompt kids to remember Jonathan.) [Transition] This week, we’re going to learn about someone who didn’t have the right to rule, but tried to take it anyway. It was kind of like our ‘King of the Hill’ game, only much more serious. Let’s go find about it.”
Lead your group to the large group environment.

The Rebellion

Virtue: Honor—letting someone know you see how valuable they really are. 

Memory Verse: “Love each other deeply. Honor others more than yourselves.” Romans 12:10, NIrV

Bible Story: The Rebellion (David and Absalom) • 2 Samuel 15:1-16a; 16:15; 17:22; 18:6-7,15,31-33
Bottom Line: Honor those who are over you. 

Catch On: Make the Connection (Small Groups, 25-30 minutes)

4th–5th Grade 

PREVIEW

Catch On is designed to help kids understand how the day’s topic applies to them. They’ll discuss real-life experiences, interact with a close-knit group of peers, and participate in a variety of activities that appeal to different learning styles. Life-application and memory-verse activities, as well as prayer, are always a part of this hands-on time.

Gather children into the same small groups as for Plug In. Make sure the same Small Group Leader works with the children.

GET READY

For each small group, do the following:

· Absalom’s Story: Provide some sticky notes, pencils, and Bibles.

· Honor and Consequences: Print “Honor and Consequences” (from the Activity Pages on the Web site) for each child. Provide Bibles and pencils.

· Follow the Leader: Provide one long rope, permanent markers, and the shields the kids made during week 1. 

· Who Is Over You?: Provide a hard plastic plate and a small ball that is soft.

· Make copies on cardstock of this week’s GodTime and Fridge Door cards. 
* If you only have time for one activity, we suggest activity #1. Activity #4 is particularly good for children who need to move in order to stay engaged (not just for boys). 
* 1. Absalom’s Story (application activity / review the Bible lesson) 

SUPPLIES: sticky notes, pencils, Bibles
Read the events below to the kids in your group. As you read them, invite one kid to write each statement down on a sticky note and post it on the wall. As you continue to read events from the story, kids should sequence the sticky notes so they are in chronological order. Allow them to use their Bibles if they want to look up how things happened, but keep this part of the activity short.
Events: 

· Absalom [AB suh luhm] and his men take over the city of Jerusalem. (The fifth event to happen)
· David, his officials, and people loyal to David leave Jerusalem. (The fourth event to happen)
· Absalom deceives people by telling them if HE were in charge, they’d be treated fairly. (The first event to happen)
· Absalom sends out secret messengers to declare that he is king. (The third event to happen)
· Absalom dies. (The seventh event to happen)
· Absalom lies to David about fulfilling a vow to go worship God. (The second event to happen)
· David’s army and Absalom’s army meet for battle. (The sixth event to happen)
[Apply] Next, read the kids the following “story starters” and guide them to talk about what consequences might follow these acts of dishonor. Extend the consequences, explaining how one consequence could build to another. For example, you lie to your parents, and they catch you. They ground you, and you miss your best friend’s birthday party. Your best friend doesn’t understand why you didn’t try to change their minds and is angry with you.

Story Starters:

· You say something mean about your teacher in your class ...

· Kids want to play a trick on your teacher. You talk them out of it ...

· You sneak over to a friend’s house when your mom told you to stay home ... 
SMALL GROUP LEADER: “In today’s Bible lesson, examples of honor and dishonor and their logical outcomes are fairly obvious. But there are many times we don’t notice that we are honoring or dishonoring someone, and we may not even notice the outcomes of our actions. We know you should always [Impress] honor those who are over you. So [Apply] how can you be more aware this week of whether you are honoring or dishonoring your parents and others who are in charge? (Think about your attitude toward someone in charge; think about your word choice and the tone of voice you use with them; consider your actions toward those people. Decide whether your attitudes, words, and actions reveal honor or dishonor.) How can you tell what the consequences of those choices are?” (You may not know for sure, but you can think through how the person might feel, what he/she might say or do in response, and what that might mean for you.)
Optional 5th Grade Discussion Questions 

If you lead fifth graders, consider asking these discussion questions:

· Who are the real losers in Absalom’s story? How do people lose when authority isn’t honored? How does the leader lose? How do the followers lose?

· Is it possible to receive honor if you have not been honorable? Think through your answer carefully. We often esteem people who do not act honorably. Think of celebrities in sports, television, and movies who find their way into tabloids.

· Is it possible to honor God if you don’t honor your parents? Why? (There are always situations that may cause us to question, but the bottom line is that God tells us to honor our parents. If we choose not to, we dishonor Him.) Note: Be sensitive to kids who may have difficult situations with their parents.
2. Honor and Consequences (memory verse activity / Scripture search)
SUPPLIES: “Honor and Consequences” (Activity Page), Bibles, pencils

Invite kids to look up Romans 12:10 and Proverbs 6:12-19. Ask them who the Proverbs passage reminds them of from the Bible story. Give each child a pencil and a copy of the Activity Page. Ask kids to rewrite the memory verse in their own words and then label the passage from Proverbs as instructed on the sheet. 
SMALL GROUP LEADER: “God led King Solomon to write a bunch of proverbs—wise sayings—which became the book of Proverbs in the Bible. In fact, Solomon wrote this Proverb. He was Absalom’s younger brother, and he probably knew about what had happened with Absalom. He may have been thinking about his brother the whole time he was writing it. He may have also been thinking about honor. God had given Solomon wisdom, so he knew that honor is more than just what you say and do. It shows on your face and in your body language, and it has consequences. We may think that if you [Impress] honor those who are over you, it’s just about following rules. But this passage says it’s more than that. Honor is a way of life that shows on our faces and pleases our God. Watch out for friends who disrespect the authority figures in their lives. You’ve learned some of the consequences of that kind of behavior, and it would be wise to stay away from it. 

[Apply] “What are some good things that can come from honoring people in authority?” (You get a reputation as a good student or a good kid, which just makes life easier in the long run; you develop friendships with people of other ages; you’re more likely to learn what you need to learn; you can learn to be a good follower, which helps you become a good leader; you can avoid all kinds of trouble; you’ll earn more privileges; you’ll be honoring God; etc.]
[Personalize] Tell about someone you did not respect but decided to honor anyway. How did it work out for you?

3. Follow the Leader (pray)
SUPPLIES: a long rope, the shields kids created during week 1, permanent markers

Ask all the kids to take a spot holding the rope like a preschool class. Lead your group around a little by the rope. If you’re in a safe place to walk around, ask them to walk with their eyes closed. While doing this, talk about respect for those who lead us and how we sometimes have problems because we just don’t want to be led. It seems too simple. It seems like something for younger kids, but there are still times we have to be led. 

Then ask kids to visualize specific people who lead them. Encourage kids to imagine themselves in those roles. How would they want to be treated if they were a parent or a teacher? How would they want kids to learn or obey when they were leading? 

As you walk, pray that God will bless the kids in your group with strength and obedience and that they will overcome problems they have with following leaders. Thank God for what the kids do well and who God has made them to be. Then have a seat and [Apply] give kids their shields from the prior two weeks. Ask them to write a pledge in the third quadrant that says: ‘I will honor those who lead me by … ’ Encourage them to fill in the rest with a specific way they will honor those over them.
SMALL GROUP LEADER: “You’re not a baby or a pet. You don’t need to be led by a leash. But there are ways in which you still need to be led. This is true for all of us. Even adults follow God’s lead, and following the adults in your life can make it easier to follow God when you’re older. You can make it easier on your parents, teachers, and other leaders—and even on yourself—when you [Impress] honor those who are over you by allowing yourself to be led.”

4. Who Is Over You? (a classroom-wide application activity / great for boys) 

SUPPLIES: a hard plastic plate for each small group, a small ball for each small group

Bring the kids back together in the large group space. Line up each small group as a team, with each child on a team standing about three feet behind the child in front of him or her. Tell the kids that you’ve talked about words and actions that honor, but now you’re going to think also about what body posture says about whether you are showing honor or dishonor. 

Yell out a body posture or an action. While doing the thing you just yelled out, kids will carry their plate with the ball on it and weave through their teammates to the end of the line and then weave back to the front. Demonstrate this process once, then call out “Smiling,” and do it again with a big smile on your face. If you like, you can award points to the small groups who return first or act out your commands the best.

Here are some sample commands you can use:

· Walk like someone has just mistreated you.

· Walk like you’ve been practicing honor a long time and feel good about yourself.

· Walk in a body posture that shows you think what your mom just said is totally dumb.

· Walk in a body posture that shows you respect your parents.

· Walk while saying words that show you respect your teacher.

· Walk while showing that you’re not interested in what you’ve just been told.

· Walk while showing that you’re offended.

· Walk while defending someone who has not been honored. 

· Walk while smiling like someone who has just cooperated with an authority figure.
Classroom Facilitator: “Okay, by now you’ve all read and heard enough to let you know for sure that God wants you to [Impress] honor those who are over you. But have you thought about this? It’s not only the way you speak and act, but even the way you carry yourself, your face, your body language—all of it can communicate honor or dishonor. We’ve all seen someone slam a door. What does that demonstrate? (Pause for responses.) What’s communicated when you put your hands on your hips or roll your eyes? (Pause.) You’re all going to be tempted to do this kind of thing at some time. [Apply] What will you do if you feel that temptation this week? How can you choose to honor with your body language as well as with your words and actions?” (Pause for responses.)
WRAP UP

Keep kids together so the Classroom Facilitator can conclude the session with a review. Be prepared to distribute this week’s GodTime and Fridge Door cards. 

CLASSROOM FACILITATOR: “Absalom disrespected authority, and innocent people were killed. This is always the way it goes when someone disrespects authority: innocent people get hurt. We’re not just asking you not to be like Absalom. God wants you to know that how you choose to treat your parents and others who lead you is important. When we dishonor our parents and others in authority, everyone loses. Things have been pretty serious today, but that’s good. I hope you’ll take what you’ve learned here today seriously. I pray you’ll continue to become people of honor, and that you’ll continue to follow God’s lead​ in this. Have a good week, everyone!” 

Distribute the GodTime and Fridge Door cards.
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