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Statement of Faith

ABOUT GOD

God is the one and only true God, yet He exists in three persons: God the 
Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit. God is the Creator, so 
everything belongs to Him and is under His control. God is holy, so He is 
righteous, majestic, and loving. God is all knowing and purposeful, so He’s 
at work to bring about His will. No person, thing, or idea compares to God.

ABOUT THE SCRIPTURES

God reveals Himself to us through the Bible, and it is 100% accurate, reliable, 
and authoritative.

ABOUT PEOPLE

People are made in God’s image and for His pleasure. But everybody falls 
short of God’s intention, or ideal, for people. In other words, everyone has 
sinned. As a result, we are all separated from Him, even though He wants 
an intimate relationship with each of us.

ABOUT SALVATION

That’s why Jesus—God’s Son—came and lived on this earth, died, and 
rose again. God offers His free gift of salvation to all who believe in Jesus 
and accept Him as Savior—the only way to be forgiven and reconciled to 
God. Anyone who accepts this gift is adopted as a son or daughter into 
God’s family and will live with Him forever in heaven.
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Sound the Trumpets

Virtue: Honor—letting someone know you see how valuable they really are.

Memory Verse: “Love each other deeply. Honor others more than yourselves.” Romans 12:10, NIrV

Bible Story: Sound the Trumpets (David dances in honor of God) • 2 Samuel 6:12b-22a
Bottom Line: Honor God out LOUD.

Plug In: Focus the Energy (Small Groups, 10-15 minutes)

2nd–3rd Grade

PREVIEW

Plug In is designed to introduce children to the day’s topic in a setting that gives them individualized attention from their Small Group Leader and plenty of interaction with a small group of peers. 

Divide the children by age into groups of no more than 10. You will need one Small Group Leader for each small group. Ideally, assign the same Small Group Leader to the same group of kids for the entire year. 

FOR LEADERS ONLY
Today is the last week we’ll be talking specifically about honor for a while, so make the most of it! Honor is (1) letting someone know you see how valuable they really are. (2) Of all who deserve honor, God is the most worthy. (3) So today, help kids catch a glimpse of what it means to honor Him out LOUD. When Michal showed her disdain of David’s actions, he had a ready reply, surely one based on a lifetime of seeking God’s heart: “What I did was for God and God alone, I’m not concerned about what others think, and what’s more, I’ll become even more undignified than this.” As you plan for today’s lesson, think about how YOU honor God and what (4) you will tell your kids—and others—about why you honor Him.

GET READY
For each small group, do the following: 

· Early Arriver: Provide an interesting offering container.

· Shake It: Provide paper plates, a stapler, crepe paper streamers, scissors, markers, dried beans or small dried pasta, glue, sequins or craft jewels, and other craft supplies.

· Gather the leaders together to pray before the kids arrive. Pray that each child would listen and learn the Bible truths presented during today’s session. If any kids arrive before or during the prayer, invite them to participate with the leaders.

Early Arriver Idea

SUPPLIES: an interesting offering container 

Ask kids about the week that just passed. Did they do anything fun, have any friends over, or try something new? Also ask kids if they took advantage of opportunities to honor those who are over them. Did their mobiles help them remember to pray that God would help them to show honor? What happened? Did they see any changes in themselves or others? Invite the kids to put their offerings in the offering container.
Shake It 

SUPPLIES: paper plates, stapler, crepe paper streamers, scissors, markers, dried beans or pasta, glue, sequins, craft jewels, other craft supplies

Lead kids to make paper plate tambourines. Kids can decorate the bottoms of two paper plates with markers, sequins, jewels, and other craft supplies. Then turn one paper plate over and sprinkle on a few beans or pieces of pasta. Lay pieces of crepe paper around the edge of the paper plate. Place another paper plate on top, so the curved portion curves out. Staple around the edges to seal the beans inside and to hold the crepe paper pieces in place.

WRAP UP

SMALL GROUP LEADER: “You’ve made some really colorful tambourines. Can you also make some colorful music with them? We’ll find out when go to large group. [Transition] You’ll get to try out your tambourine skills in large group when we hear about a man who danced while others played.”

Lead your group to the large group environment.

Sound the Trumpets

Virtue: Honor—letting someone know you see how valuable they really are.

Memory Verse: “Love each other deeply. Honor others more than yourselves.” Romans 12:10, NIrV

Bible Story: Sound the Trumpets (David dances in honor of God) • 2 Samuel 6:12b-22a
Bottom Line: Honor God out LOUD.

Catch On: Make the Connection (Small Groups, 25-30 minutes)

2nd–3rd Grade

PREVIEW

Catch On is designed to help kids understand how the day’s topic applies to them. They’ll discuss real-life experiences, interact with a close-knit group of peers, and participate in a variety of activities that appeal to different learning styles. Life-application and memory-verse activities, as well as prayer, are always a part of this hands-on time.

Gather children into the same small groups as for Plug In. Make sure the same Small Group Leader works with the children.

GET READY

For each small group, do the following:

· Dancing Davids: Provide the tambourines kids made in Plug In, a large box, a CD player, and happy instrumental music. Optional: Provide Bible-times costumes of pieces of fabric to use as scarves, head coverings, etc.

· How We Feel: Provide a long piece of mural paper, tempera paints (preferably paint with glitter in it), paintbrushes, and paper towels for cleanup.

· Journal It: Provide pens or pencils. Also provide paper or small journals for each person.

· Flags Flying: Provide the flags or banners that small groups made in week 1, which have been displayed around the room all month.

· Make copies on cardstock of this week’s GodTime and Fridge Door cards.

* If you don’t have time to do all these activities, be sure to do activity #1. Activity #1 is particularly good for children who need to move in order to stay engaged (not just for boys). 

* 1. Dancing Davids (a classroom-wide application activity / great for boys / review the Bible lesson)
SUPPLIES: tambourines, box, CD player, music, costumes (optional)
Lead kids to recreate today’s Bible story. Choose kids to line the road into Jerusalem, represent David, and portray the priests carrying the ark. Dress kids in any costumes you may have. Hand the box to the priests. Give the tambourines to the kids lining the road. When everyone is ready, play the music and lead kids to reenact David leading the ark into Jerusalem. Encourage kids to play their instruments, sing, and dance. If time permits, repeat this several times, letting kids change roles. 

CLASSROOM FACILITATOR: “That day, David and the Israelites [Impress] honored God out LOUD. David danced. The Israelites rejoiced. People played instruments and shouted. And all of this was to honor God. No one was too important to honor God, not even the king! In fact, David didn’t care what others thought about the way he honored God. [Apply] How did it feel to honor God in the ways David and the Israelites did? How is it different from how we normally honor God?” (Pause for responses.)
2. How We Feel (application activity) 

SUPPLIES: mural paper, paint, paintbrushes, paper towels

Explain that today, kids have honored God through music and through movement. Now kids can honor God through art. Lead kids to paint a mural that depicts their feelings about God. Start by asking kids how they would like to carry out this assignment—they can work together to paint one mural or tear the paper into pieces so everyone can paint their own piece. [Apply] Encourage kids to let their artwork express their love for God, their wonder at His power and His creativity, and the honor He deserves. 

SMALL GROUP LEADER: “Today we’re learning that we should [Impress] honor God out LOUD. That doesn’t mean we should just use our voices to honor God. We can use anything to honor God—our voices, our talents, our actions, and our words. [Apply] What talents do you have? How can you use them to honor God out loud?” (Give kids time to think and respond.) [Personalize] (Tell kids about one of your talents and how you use it or plan to use it to honor God.)
3. Journal It (pray) 

SUPPLIES: pens or pencils, paper or journals

Ask kids to name the methods they’ve used so far today to honor God. (Movement, music, art) [Apply] Tell kids that we can also honor God with our words—both spoken and written. Lead kids to journal or write a prayer by giving them the following prompts:

· Write a sentence telling God how much you love Him.

· Write two things you want to tell God you’re sorry for.

· Ask God for help with two things.

· Name two people you would like God to help in some way.

· Write one more sentence thanking God for something.

SMALL GROUP LEADER: “There are lots of ways to [Impress] honor God out LOUD. [Apply] Our words tell others how much we love and honor God. We can also use our written words to honor God. Today you honored God by writing a prayer to Him. God is worthy of our honor. In fact, He deserves more honor than anyone. I hope you’ll continue finding new ways to honor Him.”
4. Flying Flags (a classroom-wide memory verse activity) 

SUPPLIES: flags or banners

Ask each small group to hold up their flag and line up behind it. Arrange groups so they surround the room. 

Remind kids that, throughout the month, they’ve seen people in large group honored by being knighted. Ask all of the kids to kneel. Take a moment to anoint them “Sir/Lady Learns a Lot.” Continuing the ceremony, lead kids and Leaders to say the memory verse aloud while they continue kneeling. Then let each small group stand and say the verse aloud, raising their flag or banner as they do so. Conclude the “knighting ceremony” by asking all the kids to stand and say the memory verse again.

CLASSROOM FACILITATOR: “Throughout the month, you have worked hard to learn why honor is important and to practice honoring God. Today, you’ve [Impress] honored God out LOUD with your words. God is worthy of our honor. [Apply] Why? Why does God deserve our honor?” (Because He’s the Creator; He’s perfect; He knows everything; He’s our Father, Teacher, and Savior; He’s loving and forgiving; no one compares to God; etc.) 
WRAP UP

Keep kids together so the Classroom Facilitator can conclude the session with a review. Be prepared to distribute this week’s GodTime and Fridge Door cards. 

CLASSROOM FACILITATOR: “This month, you’ve shown that you understand the value of others and the reasons you should honor them. I hope you’ll take the lessons you’ve learned as you go home and go to school. I hope you’ll let all the people you see know how valuable they really are. Have a great week. See you next time.”

Distribute the GodTime and Fridge Door cards.
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