252 Basics Group Experience

Feb 21, 2010 – Week 3



Small Group, Grades 2-3

252 Basics®

Group and Family Experiences for K-5th Grades

Scripture marked “NIrV” is taken from the Holy Bible, New International Reader’s 
Version™, Copyright ©1995, 1996, 1998 by International Bible Society. Used by 
permission of Zondervan Publishing House. All rights reserved.

Scripture marked “NIV” is taken from the Holy Bible, NEW INTERNATIONAL VERSION®. 
Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984 Biblica. All rights reserved throughout the world. Used by 
permission of Biblica.

Scripture quotations marked (CEV) are from the Contemporary English Version Copyright © 1991, 
1992, 1995 by American Bible Society. Used by Permission.

Statement of Faith

ABOUT GOD

God is the one and only true God, yet He exists in three persons: God the 
Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit. God is the Creator, so 
everything belongs to Him and is under His control. God is holy, so He is 
righteous, majestic, and loving. God is all knowing and purposeful, so He’s 
at work to bring about His will. No person, thing, or idea compares to God.

ABOUT THE SCRIPTURES

God reveals Himself to us through the Bible, and it is 100% accurate, reliable, 
and authoritative.

ABOUT PEOPLE

People are made in God’s image and for His pleasure. But everybody falls 
short of God’s intention, or ideal, for people. In other words, everyone has 
sinned. As a result, we are all separated from Him, even though He wants 
an intimate relationship with each of us.

ABOUT SALVATION

That’s why Jesus—God’s Son—came and lived on this earth, died, and 
rose again. God offers His free gift of salvation to all who believe in Jesus 
and accept Him as Savior—the only way to be forgiven and reconciled to 
God. Anyone who accepts this gift is adopted as a son or daughter into 
God’s family and will live with Him forever in heaven.
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subscribing entity only and may not be electronically transferred to or 
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of this material or incorporation into a new work is a direct violation of US 

copyright laws. © 2009 The reThink Group. All rights reserved. 252 Basics® 
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The Rebellion

Virtue: Honor—letting someone know you see how valuable they really are.

Memory Verse: “Love each other deeply. Honor others more than yourselves.” Romans 12:10, NIrV

Bible Story: The Rebellion (David and Absalom) • 2 Samuel 15:1-16a; 16:15; 17:22; 18:6-7,15,31-33
Bottom Line: Honor those who are over you.

Plug In: Focus the Energy (Small Groups, 10-15 minutes)

2nd–3rd Grade

PREVIEW

Plug In is designed to introduce children to the day’s topic in a setting that gives them individualized attention from their Small Group Leader and plenty of interaction with a small group of peers. 

Divide the children by age into groups of no more than 10. You will need one Small Group Leader for each small group. Ideally, assign the same Small Group Leader to the same group of kids for the entire year. 

FOR LEADERS ONLY
We’ve been talking about honor this month, which is (1) letting someone know you see how valuable they really are. So far, we’ve focused on some pretty positive examples of honor. But just as there are good reasons for learning why we SHOULD do something, there are compelling reasons for discovering why we SHOULD NOT do something, and Absalom, O Absalom, is a hair-raising example of where dishonor can take you. (2) God wants us to honor Him and (3) the people He’s put over us. He says it straight out: Honor your parents and the authorities. (4) When we do, everyone wins. When we don’t, everyone loses.

GET READY
For each small group, do the following: 

· Early Arriver: Provide an interesting offering container.

· Trumpeters Abound: Provide colored paper, markers, and tape or a stapler.

· Gather the leaders together to pray before the kids arrive. Pray that each child would listen and learn the Bible truths presented during today’s session. If any kids arrive before or during the prayer, invite them to participate with the leaders.

Early Arriver Idea

SUPPLIES: an interesting offering container 

Ask kids about the valentines and badge magnets they gave to parents and friends last week. Did they enjoy honoring others more than themselves? How did others respond when they were honored? Congratulate kids on their efforts to please God by showing honor to others. Invite the kids to put their offerings in the offering container.
Trumpeters Abound

SUPPLIES: paper, markers, tape or stapler

Ask kids to make paper trumpets. Pass out paper and let kids use the markers to draw whatever designs they like. Kids can then roll their paper to make a cone, and tape or staple the paper in place. Show kids how to blow through the smaller end to make a trumpet sound. Challenge kids to think of their own special trumpet sound or signal, and then perform it for the group.

WRAP UP

SMALL GROUP LEADER: “You’ve designed some fabulous and stylish trumpets. But do they sound as good as they look? [Transition] Let’s take them to large group, where you’ll have a chance to try out your trumpeting skills during the Bible story.”

Lead your group to the large group environment.

The Rebellion

Virtue: Honor—letting someone know you see how valuable they really are.

Memory Verse: “Love each other deeply. Honor others more than yourselves.” Romans 12:10, NIrV

Bible Story: The Rebellion (David and Absalom) • 2 Samuel 15:1-16a; 16:15; 17:22; 18:6-7,15,31-33
Bottom Line: Honor those who are over you.

Catch On: Make the Connection (Small Groups, 25-30 minutes)

2nd–3rd Grade

PREVIEW

Catch On is designed to help kids understand how the day’s topic applies to them. They’ll discuss real-life experiences, interact with a close-knit group of peers, and participate in a variety of activities that appeal to different learning styles. Life-application and memory-verse activities, as well as prayer, are always a part of this hands-on time.

Gather children into the same small groups as for Plug In. Make sure the same Small Group Leader works with the children.

GET READY

For each small group, do the following:

· Hanging Over You: Provide coat hangers, yarn, scissors, two colors of index cards, metal paper clips, tape, and markers.

· Jump for It: Write the following words on three pieces of paper, one word per paper: attitudes, words, and actions. Make two sets of these signs. Tape each set of signs to a wall, placing the sets a few feet apart. Copy and cut apart two sets of “Word Cards” (from the Activity Pages on the Web site), making sure to copy each set on a different color of paper. Mix up the two sets of cards and tape them to a different wall, just above kids’ reach. Use masking tape to mark a starting line, about 15 feet from the wall.

· Praying for You: Provide the “Word Cards” from the previous activity.

· Order Up: Provide Bibles, markers, and index cards.

· Make copies on cardstock of this week’s GodTime and Fridge Door cards.

* If you don’t have time to do all these activities, be sure to do activity #2. Activity #2 is particularly good for children who need to move in order to stay engaged (not just for boys).

1. Hanging Over You (application activity / review the Bible lesson)
SUPPLIES: coat hangers, yarn, scissors, index cards, paper clips, tape, markers

Start by asking review questions about the Bible story, such as:

· Who were the main people in the Bible story? (David and Absalom [AB suh luhm])
· Who was in authority? (David, because he was Absalom’s father and the king)
· Who was not in authority? (Absalom)
· Who wanted to be in authority? (Absalom)

· Who made unwise decisions? (Absalom)

· Did Absalom honor David? (No)

· What should Absalom have done? (Honored David, who was over him; not tried to turn people against him; not tried to take his place as king; not fought to take over from David; etc.)
Tell kids that just like Absalom needed to honor David—who was over him—we need to honor those who are over us. Lead kids to make a mobile that will remind them of this. Follow these steps:

· On five index cards of the same color, write the letters H, O, N, O, and R. Unbend five paper clips so they make an L shape. Tape one to the back of each card. Tie a piece of yarn to the non-taped end of each paper clip. Tie the other end of the yarn to the long part of the coat hanger.

· On five index cards of a different color, [Apply] write the names of five people who are over you, such as: mom, dad, teacher, coach, principal, babysitter, etc. Prepare these in the same manner as the five cards for HONOR, using paperclips and yarn.

[Apply] Tell kids to take their mobiles home and hang them over their bed or over their bathroom sink. Then when they are standing at the sink or in bed—under the mobile, in other words—kids can look up and see the names of the people who are over them. The mobile can remind kids to [Impress] honor those who are over you and to [Apply] pray that God would help them show honor to these people.
* 2. Jump for It (application activity / great for boys)
SUPPLIES: prepared signs and “Word Cards” (Activity Page)

Group kids into two teams. Ask each team to stand in a line at the starting line. Tell kids how to play:

· Assign a color to each team. The colors should be the same as the colors of paper used for “Word Cards.”

· On your signal, the first player in each line will run to the wall of words, jump up, and remove a card in his team’s color.

· [Apply] Players will run to their team’s set of signs, read the card, decide which category it fits in, and tape the card under that sign.
· Players will run back to their team and tag the next player in line, who will repeat the process.

· Play until each team has removed all their cards.

After the game, call the kids together. Ask them about the cards. How do they feel about these honoring attitudes, words, and actions? Are these things they could do to show honor to those who are over them?

Note: Leave the cards on the wall. You’ll use them in the next activity.

SMALL GROUP LEADER: “God wants you to [Impress] honor those who are over you. There are lots of ways to honor people who are over you. You can show honor with your words, attitudes, and actions. [Apply] This week, I want you to honor someone who is over you by using these words, attitudes, or actions. I think you’ll see a difference, especially in your relationship with the people over you. You’ll also be pleasing God.”
3. Praying for You (pray) 

SUPPLIES: “Word Cards” (Activity Page)

Ask each person to choose a “Word Card” from the wall and tape it to her shirt. [Personalize] Be sure to choose a card for yourself. Tell kids that you want to show honor to someone who is over you this week by demonstrating this attitude or action, or using these words. [Apply] Tell kids you want them to do the same thing.
Ask each person to find a partner. Comment that it can be difficult to honor people who are over us, especially when we don’t want to do what we’re asked; that’s why it’s important to ask for God’s help. Give kids a few minutes to pray, letting each person pray that his partner would show honor to someone over him this week in the manner printed on the card.
4. Order Up (memory verse activity)
SUPPLIES: Bibles, markers, index cards

Pass out the Bibles. Ask kids to find Romans 12:10. (If kids need help, refer to the Bible navigation tip in week 1.) When everyone has found the verse, read it aloud as a group. [Apply] Point out that the verse instructs us to honor others. Who are some of the people kids should honor? Ask everyone to say this week’s bottom line together: [Impress] Honor those who are over you.
With Bibles still open, pass out one or two index cards to each person. Assign one or two words of the verse (including the reference) to each person, asking him to write the assigned word clearly and legibly on his card.

When everyone is done, collect the cards, mix them up, and pass them out again. Ask kids to hold their cards in front of them and arrange themselves in verse order. Read the verse aloud to check their work. Congratulate kids on their work. Collect the cards and mix them up again. See if kids can complete the activity faster the second time they play.
SMALL GROUP LEADER: “This verse tells us that God wants you to [Impress] honor those who are over you. He wants you to honor others more than yourself. When you don’t honor those who are over you, there are often consequences—for you and for others. [Apply] How does everyone lose when you dishonor those who are over you?” (No one feels valued, you lose the wisdom and insight of those who are over you, you could be punished, etc.)
WRAP UP

Bring together all the groups in your classroom so the Classroom Facilitator can conclude the session with a review. Be prepared to distribute this week’s GodTime and Fridge Door cards. 

Hold up one of the kids’ mobiles from the first activity. Read a few of the names written on the cards. Then tell kids the names of people who are over you and how they are over you, such as parent, boss, teacher, coach, etc. [Personalize] Tell kids how you are going to honor the people who are over you this week. [Apply] Point out that when we honor those who are over us, we’re really honoring God. Obeying God is one way to honor Him. Remind kids to hang their mobiles somewhere at home so they will be reminded to honor those who are over them.

Distribute the GodTime and Fridge Door cards.
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