252 Basics Group Experience

Mar 7, 2010 – Week 1



Large Group, K-3

Cover Up

Virtue: Honesty—choosing to be truthful in whatever you say and do.

Memory Verse: “The Lord detests lying lips, but he delights in men who are truthful.” Proverbs 12:22, NIV

Bible Story: Cover Up (Joseph’s brothers lied to Jacob) • Genesis 37:17b-36; 45:25-28
Bottom Line: When you’re not truthful, you hurt the people you should care about most.

Power Up: Engage the Heart (Large Group, 20-25 minutes)

Especially for K–4 

Today we’re starting a month-long look at what God says about honesty, which is (1) choosing to be truthful in whatever you say and do. (2) Look up variations of words like lie and truth in the Bible, and you’ll discover that not only is God the Creator of honesty, He never lies (Numbers 23:19). In fact, it’s impossible for Him to be dishonest (Hebrews 6:18), and (3) He tells us in no uncertain terms not to lie or to take what’s not ours (Exodus 20:15-16). “There are six things the Lord hates, seven that are detestable to him” (according to Proverbs 6:16-19, NIV): “haughty eyes, a lying tongue, hands that shed innocent blood, a heart that devises wicked schemes, feet that are quick to rush into evil, a false witness who pours out lies and a man who stirs up dissension among brothers.” That pretty much captures what God thinks of dishonesty (consider how many items on that list relate to deceit) and, incidentally, today’s Bible story. Just compare this list to the actions of Joseph’s brothers—they did ’em all! Judah, Reuben, Jacob, and Joseph—they’re all prime examples of the wreckage dishonesty creates. So this week, focus on helping kids get the fact that God wants them to be honest for many reasons, one of which is (4) that when we’re dishonest, it hurts the people we should care about the most.

OVERVIEW OF THEME AND PROPS FOR THE MONTH: 

Honest thoughts, words, and actions weave together to strengthen trusting, happy relationships with others and with God. Dishonesty tears at that fabric. So this month’s suggested theme is “The Web: be careful what you weave.” You may want to drape your stage or focal wall with webs or nets, like big fishing nets, mosquito nets, butterfly nets, basketball netting, volleyball nets, ropes woven together like a web, and so forth. Use a variety of nets, use several of one kind of item, or use one big item to drape across your focal space. To complete the effect, you may want to lodge things in your net or webs, words or phrases like lie, cheat, honest, dishonest, deceive, and truthful.
GET READY

Gather all the supplies needed for large group:

· People: You’ll need a Host, a Storyteller, and a Worship Team today. You’ll also need three Small Group Leaders and one kid from each of their groups for the opening game.

· Bibles: You will need a Bible for the story presentation and worship (preferably the NIV).

· Large Group Visuals (from the Web site): Prepare “Virtue Slide,” “Bottom Line Slides,” and “Bible Story Outline” as noted in the LGVs.

· Props and Costumes: Provide a Spider-Man® mask or costume for the Host. You’ll need six small paper plates, tape, six cans of Silly StringTM, and six plastic spider rings (rings for your fingers with spiders on them) for the opening game (or some other prize of your choice). Tip: Orientaltrading.com sells “spider rings” inexpensively. Gather a large pegboard or corkboard, pegs or thumbtacks, and yarn for the Bible story. Place the pegs/thumbtacks on the board in the shape of a circle. The bigger the board, the better. Note: You will need the board-and-tack web you’ll create today for week 4 also. Hide a real or toy sword under a black box or cloth onstage.

· Music and Sound Effects (SFX): For worship, you will need The Way I Was Made CD*. (For online song downloads and additional worship resources, visit amberskyrecords.com.) For walk-in/walk-out music, we suggest the theme to Spider-Man** (available at iTunes®). You may also want some game show music or other fun instrumental music**.
*Note: Make sure your church has obtained licensing rights to play or perform music. You can obtain a license to perform worship music from Christian Copyright Licensing International (www.ccli.com). It covers over 200,000 worship songs for congregational singing.

You are responsible for including the copyright information on all songs reproduced under the Church Copyright License (including song lyrics projected onscreen). This includes the song title, writer credit(s), copyright notice, and your church’s CCLI license number. You can include this information on one of the lyric slides, or you can create a separate slide detailing this information, but the copyright information must appear at least once for each song you play or perform. For example:


“Hallelujah” words and music by John Doe
©2000 Good Music Co. 
CCLI License # 0000

**Note: Legally a song belongs to the songwriter/composer who created it and the publisher who markets it. Performance rights organizations (PROs) license public performances (live or recorded) of their members’ music. Usually, but not always, PROs give general permission for performances in worship services. We recommend you obtain permission from the PRO representing the song or the publisher of the song you wish to play. PROs in the U.S. are ASCAP, BMI, and SESAC. For a list of PROs in your part of the world: www.iamusic.com. Look at the copyright on the CD or sheet music to discover the PRO or publisher of the song. It is up to you to make sure your church has permission to perform or play a recording of a song.

SFX: Play the theme from Spider-Man as kids enter.

Host should be onstage greeting kids as they come in.
1. Get Started

HOST: “Hey, everybody. Good morning!

Turn your back to the audience and quickly put on your Spider-Man mask.
“You guys usually know me as [insert your name]. But today you can call me Spider-Man! You guys know who Spider-Man is, right? He’s only the coolest superhero on the planet. This weekend I finished reading the complete Spider-Man comic book collection on my computer. That’s 575 full-length comic books—every issue from 1962 to 2006—44 years’ worth! It only took me 383 hours. That’s seven weekends in a row of 54 hours of nothing but comic books. (Sway a little, like you’re dizzy.) In fact, I’m kinda seeing spots. Reading all those comic books back-to-back, yeah, that probably wasn’t the best choice. In fact, what is it that we say about choices around here?” 
KIDS: [Recycle] “I need to make the wise choice.”

HOST: “You guys are so smart. [Recycle] And where do we go to find out how to make the wise choice?”
KIDS: “The Bible.”

HOST: “That’s right. The Bible. And [Recycle] the Bible is like a sword.
Pull out the sword; wave it back and forth.

“It helps you win the battle of good versus evil and stand up for what is right; just like Spider-Man fights the bad guys. And speaking of Spider-Man, you guys know how Spider-Man catches the bad guys, right? By spinning crazy webs.

Act like you’re shooting webs, ala Spider-Man.

“I want to see how good you guys are at spinning webs. I need three Small Group Leaders and one kiddo from each of your groups to come onstage.

Select three kids and three Small Group Leaders.

“Thanks so much for volunteering. I want to see how accurate you are at hitting a target with your web. But of course, there’s a catch. Your Small Group Leader will be the target. Small Group Leaders, I need you to tape a target to each hand—the targets are these paper plates. Spread your arms out wide. Kids, these are your targets. (Point to the paper plate taped to each SGL’s hands.) And, this is what you’ll use to shoot your target. (Hold up a can of Silly String.) Make sense? Ready. Set. Go.

Give each child two cans of Silly String and guide them to spray the string at the plates taped on their SGL’s hands. 

Storyteller enters (with a Bible) and watches from the side.
SFX: Play game show music and end on the Host’s cue.
HOST: “Great job! Looks like [insert name of winner] is the most accurate shot. But everybody wins around here. Way to go.”

Give each child and Small Group Leader a plastic spider ring or other small prize and send them back to their seats.

STORYTELLER: “Hey, what are you guys doing?”

HOST: “Well, you know how I’m a big fan of Spider-Man, right? I just finished reading the complete collection of Spider-Man comic books, and I thought it’d be fun to celebrate with a little web-shooting contest.” (Act like you’re going to spray the Silly String at the Storyteller.) 

STORYTELLER: (Throwing an arm around the Host) “You know, sometimes your faves and raves are right on target! This month we’re going to be talking a lot about webs and the kinds of webs we weave with our words and actions. I think you’ll want to hear this.”
Host either sits with kids or says he’s going somewhere he can listen closely and exits.
2. Present the Bible Lesson

Storyteller: Note that the following Bible lesson script has been organized into three main points (noted in red) to help you present it in a memorable way. The lesson concludes with a “closer” to help make real-life application for kids.
STORYTELLER: “Can anyone guess what our big Bible concept is for this month? (Pause for responses and reply appropriately.) It’s … drum roll, please … (lead kids to do a drum roll on their legs) honesty. 

CG: Virtue Slide
“Honesty is choosing to be truthful in whatever you say and do. Today we’re going to take a look at some brothers who didn’t understand the importance of being honest. Maybe you’ve heard of Joseph before. (Hold up Bible opened to Genesis 37.) You can read about him in the book of Genesis, the first book in the Bible.

“Now Joseph was one of the TWELVE sons of Jacob. Can you imagine having ELEVEN brothers? But out of all those twelve, Joseph was his father’s favorite. Jacob gave Joseph a special coat and all of his brothers were jealous of him. One day, Jacob sent Joseph to check on the brothers who were out in the field tending their sheep.

The Plan

STORYTELLER: “When Joseph was still off in the distance, his brothers spotted him coming toward them. Maybe they knew it was him because they could see the beautiful colors in the coat he wore, the coat that always reminded the brothers that joseph was the favorite. So while Joseph was still a ways off, they made a plan to kill him. (In a sly, snide voice) ‘Here he comes!’ they said to each other. ‘Let’s kill him and throw him into this big hole and say that a ferocious animal ate him.’

Quickly drag the corkboard onstage. Grab the yarn and wind it around one of the thumbtacks.
“So the lying had begun. Already Joseph’s brothers had not only decided to harm Joseph, they were also planning to LIE to cover it up. What they didn’t realize is that [Impress] when you’re not truthful, you hurt the people you should care about most.

“One of the brothers, named Reuben, didn’t like where this plan was going. So Reuben convinced the brothers to just throw Joseph into the pit instead of killing him.
Wrap yarn around another thumbtack opposite the first tack.

“Now you may be asking, why would Reuben suggest they just throw him in the pit? Why didn’t he stand up to his brothers and tell them to stop? We don’t really know. Maybe he was afraid his brothers would gang up on him, too. We do know that Reuben decided he would come back later and actually save Joseph and return him to their father. At least one of the brothers was trying to look out for Joseph.

another lie

STORYTELLER: “Now, all that’s bad enough. And I’d love to tell you that it gets better. But, well, not so much. The brothers ripped Joseph’s coat off him—the one their father, Jacob, had given him that caused so much jealousy—and they threw him into the pit.

Wrap yarn around another thumbtack on the opposite side of the circle.

“Then they sat down to eat their lunch. How heartless was that? Anyway, as they were eating, the brothers looked up and saw a caravan of traders coming toward them. They noticed that their camels were loaded with spices they planned to sell or trade in Egypt. So, the brothers came up with another plan.

“‘Hey,’ one of them said, ‘let’s just sell him to these guys. Let’s not kill him; after all, he IS our BROTHER.’ The others agreed.

Wrap yarn around another thumbtack on the opposite side.

“So they sold Joseph to a group of traveling salesmen. Now apparently Reuben wasn’t around when they made this decision to sell Joseph. When he returned to find Joseph gone, he was so upset he tore his clothes. That’s what people did back then to show that they were sad or upset.

“Then the brothers had a problem. They’d sold Joseph off, so obviously their father was going to question where he was. At this point, you’d think the brothers would’ve realized that lying would only hurt them and their father. Because [Impress] when you’re not truthful, you hurt the people you should care about most.

“You also might think that Reuben would’ve stood up and done the right thing. After all, he was the only one who stood up for Joseph when the rest of his brothers wanted to kill him. But Reuben didn’t stand up for the truth. So the lying continued.

Wrap yarn around another thumbtack on the opposite side.

The Cover Up

STORYTELLER: “Instead of choosing to be honest, the brothers piled on another lie by taking Joseph’s coat and smearing it with blood to make it look like Joseph was killed by a wild animal. Reuben went along with this lie.

Wrap yarn around another thumbtack on the opposite side.

“After doctoring Joseph’s coat to make it look like they were telling the truth, the brothers headed home to find their father. When they found Jacob, they held out the coat and said, ‘We found this. Look at it to see if it’s your son’s coat.’

Wrap yarn around another thumbtack on the opposite side.

“Jacob looked at the coat and said, ‘It’s Joseph’s coat! Some ferocious animal has killed him.’

“Jacob tore his clothes just like Reuben had done earlier. Can you imagine? Jacob thought his son Joseph was dead. He was so sad. The Bible says that no one could comfort him. He was so upset that he actually said that he would mourn the loss of Joseph until the day he died.

Wrap yarn around another thumbtack on the opposite side.

close the story

STORYTELLER: “Joseph’s brothers were so jealous that they allowed dishonesty to destroy their family. Jacob was devastated by the lie that one of his sons was dead. But that’s not the end of the story. If you’ve heard of Joseph before, you probably know that through some pretty amazing circumstances, Joseph ended up years later being second in command of the entire nation of Egypt. You might also know that a terrible drought hit all the surrounding areas, including where Joseph’s brothers lived, and that they actually had to stand before Joseph and ask for food. This incredible web of events meant that eventually Joseph’s brothers had to tell Jacob the truth: Joseph didn’t die all those years before. And in the end, Jacob was reunited with Joseph.

“But think about ALL those years that Jacob lost with his son. Think about just how long those brothers held on to ALL those lies. Joseph was 17 when his brothers sold him as a slave to the traders. He was 37 when the famine started and his brothers had to come to Egypt to buy food. That means it was at least 20 years that the family was separated! All because of a lie.
Wrap yarn around another thumbtack opposite the last spot; point to each thumbtack with yarn attached to it as you say the next paragraph.

“One lie leads to another, which leads to another, which leads to another, and so on and so on and so on. We end up telling a lie to cover the previous lie over and over and over until our web of lies becomes so tangled that it’s hard to see the truth. And we end up hurting the people we should care about the most.

Add to the web by wrapping more yarn around the thumbtacks as you give the examples below.
“I’ll give you an example. Maybe your mom asks if you finished your chores and you say yes even though you haven’t. But when your mom discovers that it’s not done, you tell her another lie like, ‘I thought it was so and so’s turn to do that.’ Or maybe you’re playing with your friend and you exaggerate about something. Maybe you tell your friend that you scored two goals at your soccer game. But then your friend finds out that you didn’t have a soccer game last weekend. Then you lie again and say you were talking about another game. See, God says it’s important to remember that [Impress] when you’re not truthful, you hurt the people you should care about most.

CG: Bottom Line Slide
“In each of these situations, you’ve got a choice to make. You can choose to be honest and weave a web that strengthens your relationship with others, or you can choose to lie and start another kind of web. The kind of web that catches you. The problem is that the truth will eventually come out. But by then, you’ll be caught—trapped in the web you created. But God doesn’t want us to get tangled up in a web of lies. God knows that dishonesty means people won’t trust us. 

“A web of honesty strengthens our relationships. The web of dishonesty ruins our relationships. Because [Impress] when you’re not truthful, you hurt the people you should care about most. God wants us to remember this. So let’s say it together: [Impress] When you’re not truthful, you hurt the people you should care about most.
CG: Bottom Line Slide
KIDS and STORYTELLER: [Impress] “When you’re not truthful, you hurt the people you should care about most.”

STORYTELLER: “Let’s pray and ask God to help us remember how important it is to always choose honesty.”

3. Pray

STORYTELLER: “God, thank You for this reminder in the life of Joseph of how important it is to choose to be truthful. We don’t want to hurt the people we should care about the most. God, help us to be honest even when it’s hard, even when it seems easier to lie. We always want to make the wise choice and tell the truth. Help us to do that. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.”
Worship team enters; Storyteller exits.

4. Worship

WORSHIP LEADER: “Check this out. (Open Bible to 1 John 3:1, NIV, and read it.) ‘How great is the love the Father has lavished on us, that we should be called children of God! And that is what we are!’ Isn’t it amazing that the God who created everything just by speaking calls us His children? God is our heavenly Father and because of that, I know [Recycle] I can trust God no matter what. Say that with me.”

KIDS and WORSHIP LEADER: [Recycle] “I can trust God no matter what.”
WORSHIP LEADER: “Because God is our Father, we can turn to Him for help in any situation. He will always tell us the truth and guide us in the right way. Let’s sing this out to Him this morning.”

I Turn to You / track 9 / from The Way I Was Made
WORSHIP LEADER: “God is the one we can always turn to. He’s the Rock that is never shaken. He will always be there for us, loving us, even when we mess up—even during times we are dishonest. Sing this with me!”


My Rock / track 3 / from The Way I Was Made
Host enters; Worship team exits.
5. Wrap Up

HOST: “Wow. (Point to the web created during the Bible story presentation.) Check out this web. This looks like a BIG mess to me. Looks like it would be pretty easy to get trapped in something like this.

Begin to unwind the web.
“But here’s something really cool. You guys don’t have to make the choices that Joseph’s brothers did. You can choose to tell the truth when your mom asks if you finished your chores. You can choose to be honest and tell your friend that the game was rained out instead of bragging about a goal you didn’t really make. You can choose to be honest and avoid getting trapped by a web like this. And when you do, others will be able to trust you—especially your family. And choosing to be honest is definitely one way to [Recycle] treat others the way you want to be treated. What do we say around here about how to treat others?”

KIDS and HOST: [Recycle] “I should treat others the way I want to be treated.”

HOST: “Great job! Remember the web this week and choose to be honest in your words and actions. Have a great time in your small groups and I’ll see you next week.”

Dismiss children to their small groups.

SFX: Play the theme from Spider-Man as kids exit.

Heads up for week 4: Rewind the yarn around the tacks to recreate the web. You’ll need it for week 4.
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