252 Basics Group Experience

Mar 28, 2010 – Week 4



Large Group, K-3

Exposed

Virtue: Honesty—choosing to be truthful in whatever you say and do.

Memory Verse: “The Lord detests lying lips, but he delights in men who are truthful.” Proverbs 12:22, NIV

Bible Story: Exposed (Judas betrays Jesus) • John 12:3-6; Matthew 26:14-16,20-25,47-50; 27:1-5
Bottom Line: You can lie so much you forget what matters.

Power Up: Engage the Heart (Large Group, 20-25 minutes)

Note that today, being Palm Sunday, marks the start of the Easter season. We begin the Easter “story” today, with Judas and the events in Gethsemane, and continue through the end of next month, when we conclude it with Jesus’ return to heaven. 

GET READY 

Gather all the supplies needed for large group: 

· People: You’ll need a Host, Storyteller, and Worship Team today. Note: Today’s story presentation is a monologue. Enlist an actor or another good communicator who can present the role well.
· Bibles: You will need a Bible for the story presentation and worship (preferably NIrV).

· Large Group Visuals (from the Web site): Prepare “Bible Story Outline” as noted in the LGVs. You’ll also need this week’s “Bottom Line Slide,” which you prepared at the beginning of the month.

· Props and Costumes: Check out http://magic.about.com/od/libraryofsimpletricks/ig/Easy-Tricks-for-Kids/The-Clipped-Card.--Cg.htm and select two or three magic tricks for your Host. Gather props for the tricks you chose, as listed on the Web site. You will also need a Bible-times costume for the Storyteller and the “web” board you created in week 1. Place a low table onstage and put a pitcher, some cups, and maybe a basket on the table (to represent the Last Supper). Hide a visual of a seed under a box or black cloth onstage.

· Music and Sound Effects (SFX): You will need high-energy music as the kids enter and exit the room (like the downloadable MP3 virtue song from the Web site). For worship, you will need The Way I Was Made and the I Believe CDs. (Note: See permissions info in week 1.)
SFX: Play high-energy music as kids enter.

Worship team should be onstage greeting kids as they come in.
1. Worship

WORSHIP LEADER: “Good morning, everyone! All month long, we’ve been singing this song about how we can turn to God in every situation. He is always there, no matter where or when we need Him, ready to guide us in the true and honest way to go. And that is something to sing about, so let’s worship Him together!”

I Turn to You / track 9 / The Way I Was Made
WORSHIP LEADER: “God loves to hear you guys praise Him! We have a lot to praise Him for. (Open the Bible to Psalm 32:7, NIrV, and read it.) God, ‘You are my hiding place. You will keep me safe from trouble. You will surround me with songs sung by those who praise you because you save your people.’ See, God is our Protector. And because of that, I know I can trust Him no matter what. Can you say that with me?”

KIDS and WORSHIP LEADER: [Recycle] “I can trust God no matter what!”

WORSHIP LEADER: “There is NO one like our God. He is completely trustworthy and completely worthy of all our praise. Sing this with us!”

No One Like You / track 9 / I Believe
Worship Leader exits; Host enters.
2. Talk About the Wise Choice 

HOST: “What’s UP, everybody? I heard you guys backstage; I know God loves to hear you praise Him like that. Did everybody have a great week? I sure hope so. I’m really glad you’re here because I’ve been working ALL week long to show you something. But before I show you, I’ve got to tell you what happened. See, I decided I wanted to learn some magic tricks. One of the tricks I learned called for using three dollar bills. I really wanted to practice this trick but when I grabbed my wallet, I didn’t have any dollar bills. I just had coins. So, I borrowed three $10 bills from my friend. I practiced and practiced—it must have taken at least 30 minutes—and guess what happened? I forgot to give the money back to him! Not exactly the best choice, to take a chance on forgetting or that something might have happened to my friend’s money. I should’ve just used three pieces of paper to practice on. What should I have remembered? What do we ALWAYS say about the kind of choices we need to make?”

KIDS and HOST: [Recycle] “I need to make the wise choice.”

HOST: “That’s right. And [Recycle] where do we go to find out how to make the wise choice? (Pause for responses.) Right, the Bible! The Bible is like a seed. It helps you grow up the right way. Now, I don’t think the Bible specifically says don’t forget to give your friend’s $30 back to him, but it does tell us to [Recycle] treat others the way you want to be treated, and it DOES say do not take what isn’t yours, so I will definitely be finding my buddy right after this so I can return his money to him. In the meantime, though, are you guys ready to see what I learned? Check this out.

Perform two or three easy magic tricks for the kids.
HOST: “Were you guys fooled by my tricks? You really have to pay close attention to catch the trick or you’ll be fooled. Now check this out: you’re about to hear about a guy who tried to fool himself.”

Storyteller enters dressed as a disciple. Storyteller stands on side of stage opposite the table. Host exits.

FX: Bring house lights down if possible

Tip: Lowering the lights can change the atmosphere, helping kids change gears mentally. This can help you establish a more serious tone for today’s Bible story, which leads into the Easter season.

3. Present the Bible Lesson

Storyteller: Note that the following Bible lesson script has been organized into three main points (noted in red) to help you present it in a memorable way. The lesson concludes with a “closer” to help make real-life application for kids.
STORYTELLER: “My name is Matthew. I’m betting you’ve probably heard of me. I’m one of the twelve disciples. I was a part of Jesus’ inner circle who traveled with Him and witnessed all His teachings and miracles. It was an unbelievable experience. I still can’t believe Jesus chose me to be one of His disciples. It was an honor. In fact, all of us felt that way. Except, maybe, for Judas. He was our treasurer—he took care of the money for the whole group. But we discovered the hard way that he wasn’t trustworthy. He was actually stealing some of the money for himself. Stealing money is bad enough, but none of us saw what else was coming.

Judas plotted

STORYTELLER: “I’m not sure why, but Judas decided to go to the chief priests and ask them a question. You see, the priests were the leaders in charge of the temple, where the Jewish people worshipped God. The priests were against Jesus because they didn’t like all the people following Him instead of them. Judas asked the priests what they would pay him if he turned Jesus over to them. So they gave him 30 silver coins. For 30 coins, Judas was willing to tell them where to find Jesus so they could arrest Him and put Him on trial for things He didn’t do.

“I can’t believe a guy who was one of Jesus’ disciples was willing to betray Him. But that’s what he did. After meeting with the chief priests, Judas began to look for the right time and place to lead them to Jesus. I guess he didn’t realize it, but Judas was spinning his own web. And he was about to get trapped in all his lies and tricks and deceptions.

Walk to the table onstage.

the last supper

STORYTELLER: “Fast forward to what would become our last meal with Jesus. (Seat yourself at the table and recline on one elbow.) We all knew something was going on that night. Jesus was saying things that we couldn’t understand. In fact, at one point Jesus said that one of us would betray Him. (Sit up quickly, as if surprised and concerned.) What? Why would we do that? It just didn’t make any sense. This made us sad, and one by one all of us asked, (leaning forward) ‘I’m not the one, am I, Lord?’ Even Judas said, ‘It’s not I, Teacher, is it?’ Acting as if he hadn’t already betrayed Jesus! But Jesus knew the truth and replied, ‘Yes, it is you.’ But none of us expected what happened next. (Stand up and walk away from the table.)
Judas betrayed jesus
STORYTELLER: “That night, Jesus went to Gethsemane [geth SEM uh nih], sort of a garden, to pray. (Kneel.) While He was there, an angry mob came looking for Him. And right there, at the front of the pack, was Judas. (Stand up quickly.) This was the time and place he chose to hand over our Friend to this angry mob. He even kissed Jesus to show the officials and soldiers which man was Jesus. They grabbed Jesus, arrested Him, and led Him away.

“Then Judas knew he’d made a terrible mistake. (Pace a little, to express Judas’ agitation.) His lying and deception led to the arrest, trial, and ultimately the death of Jesus on the cross. Judas felt so guilty for what he’d done that he went back to the priests and tried to return the money. But it was too late. The damage had already been done. The chief priests didn’t care. They refused to take the money back and sent Judas away.

Move center stage and plant your feet to center the kids’ attention on you. Don’t move your feet until you exit.

“Here’s one thing I learned from this whole ordeal. Judas was so dishonest that he forgot what matters. Maybe it started with stealing a few coins from our treasury—or maybe he never learned to be honest when he was a kid; I don’t know exactly when it started. But one ‘little’ lie led to another, and stealing one thing led to stealing another, and betraying one person led to betraying another and another until somewhere along the way, I think Judas began to fool even himself. He lost sight of what was really important. He not only fooled himself and cheated and stole from others, he betrayed Jesus. Being honest, with yourself, others, and God, is so important, we need to learn how to live a life of honesty when we’re kids. I hope you guys won’t make the same kinds of mistakes that Judas did. If you choose to be honest, each and every time, you’ll never find yourself in a situation like Judas did. If you’re honest, you’ll remember what matters most.” 
Storyteller exits.

FX: Raise house lights
Host enters carrying the pegboard/corkboard web.

close the story

HOST: “You know, I bet when Judas became one of Jesus’ followers, he had no idea he would betray Jesus. But somewhere along the way, all his lying and cheating and other kinds of dishonesty began to trap him. And it can happen to us, too.

Point to the web as you give the next examples.
“Maybe you take something that isn’t yours because no one’s around to see you do it. But what you forget is that it’s still stealing, even if you think it won’t matter. Maybe you lie to your parents to help someone ELSE get out of trouble, but you forget that what really matters is continuing to have a trustworthy relationship with Mom and Dad. Maybe you cheat at a game because you really want to win. But what really matters isn’t winning at all; it’s having fun while playing with your friends. 
“Pretty soon, you’ve lied so much you’ve forgotten what the truth is. But here’s the kicker: God always knows the truth. You can’t fool Him with your dishonesty just like Judas couldn’t fool Jesus. God sees all and knows all. So if you’re thinking about lying to avoid getting in trouble or because you want to win, I want you to think about the consequences before you choose dishonesty. Judas’ life would’ve been so different if he’d done that. He could’ve avoided a trap like this web.

“By choosing honesty, you can avoid being trapped in your own web of lies. Dishonesty never pays. Remember, [Impress] you can lie so much you forget what matters. Say that with me.”

CG: Bottom Line Slide
KIDS and HOST: [Impress] “You can lie so much you forget what matters.”
HOST: “Don’t be like Judas. Choose to be honest. Why don’t we pray and ask God to help us remember that?”

4. Pray

HOST: “Father, thank You for reminding us how important it is to You for us to be honest. We don’t want to form a habit of dishonesty—we know that will make us forget what matters. Help us to choose to be honest so we can have a strong relationship with You and others. We love You. In Jesus’ name we pray, amen.”
5. Wrap Up

HOST: “Thanks for listening this morning. Now it’s time to head back to our small groups. See you guys next week!”
Dismiss children to their small groups.

SFX: Play high-energy music as the kids exit.






6
© 2010 The reThink Group. All rights reserved. • www.reThinkGroup.org


