252 Basics Group Experience

Mar 21, 2010 – Week 3



Large Group, K-3

Do Over

Virtue: Honesty—choosing to be truthful in whatever you say and do.

Memory Verse: “The Lord detests lying lips, but he delights in men who are truthful.” Proverbs 12:22, NIV

Bible Story: Do Over (Jesus and Zacchaeus) • Luke 19:1-10
Bottom Line: Truthfulness builds friendships; dishonesty tears them down.

Power Up: Engage the Heart (Large Group, 20-25 minutes)

Especially for K–4 

Heads up: Today’s large group includes an explanation of God’s plan for our salvation. (See the highlighted paragraphs in particular.) Make sure you spend time thinking about and praying for the kids who will walk through your doors today as you prepare for this lesson. Ask God to help you be sensitive to His leading, to choose your words carefully, and to prepare the kids’ hearts for this most important message. Use simple, concrete terms that kids can understand, but let the Holy Spirit do the leading.

GET READY

Gather all the supplies needed for large group:

· People: You’ll need the usual team: a Host, Storyteller, and Worship Team. You’ll also need three kids and their Small Group Leaders for the opening game.

· Bibles: You will need a Bible for the story presentation and worship (preferably the NIV).

· Large Group Visuals (from the Web site): Prepare the “Zacchaeus Placards” and “Bible Story Outline” as noted in the LGVs. You’ll also need “Virtue Slide” and this week’s “Bottom Line Slide,” which you prepared at the beginning of the month.

· Props and Costumes: For the opening game, you’ll need three tables (wooden TV trays will work), three ice cream cones, three spray cans of whipped topping, and a 6- to 8-foot piece of twine or clothesline. Place a cone and a can of whipped topping on each of the three tables and place the tables onstage. Hide a visual of a light (like a flashlight or shop light) under a box or black cloth onstage.

· Music and Sound Effects (SFX): For worship, you will need The Way I Was Made and I Believe CDs. For walk-in/walk-out music, we suggest the theme to Spider-Man (available at iTunes®). You’ll also need the “Flight of the Bumblebee” for the opening games (also available from iTunes®). (Note: See permissions info in week 1.)
SFX: Play the theme from Spider-Man as kids enter.

Host should be onstage greeting kids as they come in.
1. Get Started

HOST: “Good morning, everyone! It’s great to see you guys this morning. To get things started, I thought we’d have a little friendly competition. I need three volunteers to come up here with your Small Group Leaders.

Pull three kids and three Small Group Leaders onstage. Storyteller enters to help hold clothesline.
HOST: “Here’s what I need you guys to do: we’re gonna hold up this clothesline like so.

Get the Storyteller to stand opposite you on the stage. Each of you will grab one end of the clothesline and hold it about a foot or a foot and a half (depending on the height of your ice cream cones) above the tables.
“Kids, when I say go, you’re gonna spray whipped cream into your ice cream cone until it reaches the clothesline. Once you’ve filled up your cone, your Small Group Leader has to eat it as quickly as he can. The first team to build up and tear down their ice cream cone first wins! Make sense? Okay, ready, set, go!
SFX: Play “Flight of the Bumblebee” as the teams compete.

Watch to see who finishes first; declare a winner.

HOST: “GREAT job! Thanks so much for playing my crazy game! You guys can head back to your seats.

Send volunteers back to their seats. Ask worship team to come out to help Storyteller carry tables and game supplies offstage.

HOST: “You know, building things up or tearing them down reminds me of something else. It reminds me of …

CG: Virtue Slide
“… honesty, because honesty builds up our relationships with others. Honesty is also a choice. And what do we always say around here about choices? Say it with me.”

HOST and KIDS: [Recycle] “I need to make the wise choice.”

HOST: “And [Recycle] where do we go to find out how to make the wise choice? (Pause for responses.) That’s right. The Bible.
Pull out the light and shine it around at the kids.

HOST: [Recycle] “The Bible is like a light. Just like a light shows us where to go and what to do, the Bible can guide us in the right way. It shows you and you and you and me (shine light on your face) how God wants us to live. Pretty cool, huh? It’s time to worship our heavenly Father. Everybody get up on your feet!”

Worship team enters; Host exits.
2. Worship

WORSHIP LEADER: “We’ve been singing this song all month long. God is the one we can always turn to; we can always count on Him to guide us through any situation—He’ll never steer us wrong. Sing this out to Him!”
I Turn to You / track 9 / from The Way I Was Made
WORSHIP LEADER: “John 3:16 says—say it with me if you know it—‘For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life’ (NIV). God sent us the most valuable, precious thing He could have—His only Son—to save us. When we believe in Him and ask Him to forgive us and be our Savior, He will be, and we’ll live forever in heaven with Him. Because God loved us enough to send Jesus to be our Savior, I know I can trust Him no matter what. Say that with me.”

KIDS and WORSHIP LEADER: [Recycle] “I can trust God no matter what.”

WORSHIP LEADER: “Because God has saved me, I want to live my life in a way that brings Him honor. Another word for honor is glory. Let’s sing ‘For Your Glory’ to Him this morning.”


For Your Glory / track 6 / from I Believe
Storyteller enters carrying a Bible. Worship team exits. The “Zacchaeus Placards” are already onstage, ready to go.
3. Present the Bible Lesson

Storyteller: Note that the following Bible lesson script has been organized into three main points (noted in red) to help you present it in a memorable way. The lesson concludes with a “closer” to help make real-life application for kids. 
STORYTELLER: “Hey, everybody! It’s really good to see you this morning. I’ve got something really important to talk to you about. One of the things I love about the Bible is that we can read about things that happened over 2,000 years ago but still have meaning for us today. That’s because the Bible is God’s Word. No matter how old we get, we can still learn something new from the Bible every time we read it! I really love to read about Jesus and what He talked to people about when He lived on the earth. Jesus spent time with the kind of people that others ignored or didn’t like. One person who definitely falls into this category was a guy named Zacchaeus [za KEE uhs]. You’ve probably heard of him before. 
“But if you haven’t, maybe you’re wondering, ‘What was so bad about Zacchaeus? Why didn’t people want to hang out with him?’ Well, I’ll tell you why.

Adhere the ‘Tax Collector’ placard to your body where kids can see it.
“Zacchaeus was a tax collector, and many tax collectors were crooks. Many of them charged people way, WAY more than they owed on their taxes and then they’d keep the extra.

Zacchaeus wanted to see jesus

STORYTELLER: “That’s why lots of people didn’t like Zacchaeus. They thought he was a cheat and a crook.

Adhere the ‘Crook’ placard somewhere to your body where kids can see it.
“And as you can imagine, anyone who was in his line of work, with his reputation, probably didn’t have a whole lot of friends—at least not the honest kind. I mean, would you want to be friends with a thief?

Adhere the ‘Thief’ placard somewhere to your body where kids can see it.
“No way. Everyone knows that [Impress] truthfulness builds friendships; dishonesty tears them down. And if you’re stealing money from people, you’re not being truthful, right? No one trusts a dishonest person.

Adhere the ‘Untrustworthy’ placard somewhere to your body where kids can see it.
“So this is what most people saw when they looked at Zacchaeus. (Point to the placards on your body.) One day, Zacchaeus heard that Jesus was traveling through his town. And Zacchaeus, for whatever reason, decided he wanted to see Jesus for himself. Zacchaeus wanted to hear what Jesus had to say firsthand. But there was a big crowd gathering around Jesus. And Zacchaeus wasn’t very tall. Do you guys know what it’s like not to be able to see over all the tall people around you? Do you have any idea what that’s like? (Wait for responses.) Zacchaeus knew he’d have some trouble seeing Jesus over the crowd. So what did he do? (Pause for responses.)
“Yep, Zacchaeus ran ahead of the crowd and climbed up in a sycamore tree to get a better view.

Jesus noticed Zacchaeus

STORYTELLER: “When Jesus walked by the tree, He looked up and saw Zacchaeus. Now, you might think Jesus would ignore someone like Zacchaeus. I mean, that’s probably what everyone else did. Most people just saw Zacchaeus as a liar.

Adhere the ‘Liar’ placard somewhere to your body where kids can see it.

“But not Jesus. Instead of calling Zacchaeus a liar or a thief or a crook, Jesus called him by his name. He said, ‘Zacchaeus, come on down here. I’m going to YOUR house today.’

Zacchaeus came down to meet jesus

STORYTELLER: “I’m not sure, but I would guess that Zacchaeus was pretty surprised for a couple of reasons. First, he was probably surprised that Jesus would even take the time to notice him. And second, he was probably shocked that Jesus actually knew his name; I mean, he’d never met Jesus before! But Zacchaeus scrambled down from the tree to meet Jesus.

“How do you think the crowds reacted? (Pause for responses.) They couldn’t believe it. (In a scandalized voice) Why would Jesus CHOOSE to be the guest of a sinner like Zacchaeus?

Adhere the ‘Sinner’ placard somewhere to your body where kids can see it.

“But Jesus went to visit Zacchaeus in his home. And while He was there, the two men talked. We don’t know exactly what they talked about, but guess what? After Jesus took the time to visit with him, Zacchaeus had a complete change of heart. In fact, Zacchaeus vowed to give half his money to the poor and to pay back four times the amount if he’d cheated anyone out of anything.

Begin to take off the placards one by one.

close the story

STORYTELLER: “Jesus didn’t care about any of these labels. In fact, Jesus looked past all of the labels to see the real Zacchaeus. He helped Zacchaeus see that [Impress] truthfulness builds friendships; but dishonesty tears them down.

Tear the placards in half and drop them on the floor.

“Jesus didn’t hold Zacchaeus’ past against him. Jesus welcomed Zacchaeus as a friend.

Adhere the ‘Welcome’ placard somewhere to your body where kids can see it.

“Jesus wanted Zacchaeus to know that no matter how dishonest he’d been in the past, he was now forgiven.

Adhere the ‘Forgiven’ placard somewhere to your body where kids can see it.

“Zacchaeus must have felt accepted at last when he met Jesus. 
Adhere the ‘Accepted’ placard somewhere to your body where kids can see it.

“Jesus does the same thing for us that He did for Zacchaeus. (Point to each placard as you talk about it.) Jesus welcomes us as friends. No matter what we’ve done, when we ask Jesus to forgive us and be our Savior, He will be. He’ll forgive us! You know how good it feels to be forgiven? You feel accepted and that Jesus loves you and likes you. Jesus changes you from the inside out, and that changes how you treat people. It makes you want to be honest with them.

“One of the things I think Jesus wants us to learn from Zacchaeus’ life is that [Impress] truthfulness builds friendships; dishonesty tears them down. But you guys knew that, right? None of us is a chief tax collector, but we’ve definitely all been dishonest. Maybe you took the last snack and then lied about it. Or maybe you received two invitations to parties happening at the same time, but you lied about one because you really wanted to go to the other party. Or maybe you’ve told a lie in order to get out of trouble. Whenever you lie, what happens? What happens to your friendships? You lose friends, right? And that’s not what God wants. One of His greatest gifts is friendship. God wants you to be honest and be the kind of person that others trust and want to be friends with.

“When you’re dishonest, you should do what Zacchaeus did. You should confess your mistakes to God, ask for forgiveness, and then make a plan to avoid making the same mistake next time. You may even need to apologize to someone. Remember: [Impress] truthfulness builds friendships; dishonesty tears them down. Say it with me.”

CG: Bottom Line Slide
KIDS and STORYTELLER: [Impress] “Truthfulness builds friendships; dishonesty tears them down.”
STORYTELLER: “Why don’t we pray and ask God to help us apply this truth this week?”
4. Pray

STORYTELLER: “Father, thank You for sending Jesus to the earth to show us who You are. Thank You that Jesus took time for people like Zacchaeus—and like me, and like everyone in this room—even though we’ve made mistakes and have done wrong. We want to have strong friendships based on honesty. Help us to always choose to be honest so that people will trust us. We love You. In Jesus’ name we pray, amen.”

Host enters; Storyteller exits.
5. Wrap Up

HOST: “Because Jesus took the time to meet Zacchaeus and spend time with him, He helped Zacchaeus break free from all the lies he’d been telling and to live differently. Zacchaeus was no longer trapped in a web of dishonesty. Pretty cool, huh?
“I don’t know about you, but I certainly want to be the kind of person with strong friendships. Choosing to be honest is for sure one way to treat others the way you want to be treated. Can you say that with me?”

KIDS and HOST: [Recycle] “I should treat others the way I want to be treated.”

HOST: “Great job! Have fun in your small groups today! See you next week!’
Dismiss children to their small groups.

SFX: Play the theme from Spider-Man as kids exit.
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