252 Basics Group Experience

Mar 14, 2010 – Week 2



Large Group, K-3

Backfire

Virtue: Honesty—choosing to be truthful in whatever you say and do.

Memory Verse: “The Lord detests lying lips, but he delights in men who are truthful.” Proverbs 12:22, NIV

Bible Story: Backfire (Haman’s plot to destroy the Jews) • Esther 3; 4:8b; 5:6-10; 7:1-6, 9b-10
Bottom Line: Lying to hurt someone else really hurts YOU. 

Power Up: Engage the Heart (Large Group, 20-25 minutes)

Especially for K–4 

GET READY

Gather all the supplies needed for large group:

· People: You’ll need a Host, a Storyteller, and a Worship Team for large group today. You’ll also need two kids from the audience (or two Small Group Leaders if you have an environment just for K-1) to help with Bible story.

· Bibles: You will need a Bible for the story presentation and worship (preferably the NIV).

· Large Group Visuals (from the Web site): Prepare “Bible Story Outline” as noted in the LGVs. You’ll need this week’s “Bottom Line Slide,” which you prepared at the beginning of the month.

· Props and Costumes: Find a large fishing net for the Host to use during the opening segment. Attach lures and plastic fish to the outside. Gather the following for the Bible story: a ladies’ wig, a crown, a prayer shawl (you may also use a scarf with tassels), and a cloak. Place these items in a box for the Storyteller to carry onstage. For the closing of the Bible story, you’ll need an apron, four easels, four pieces of poster board, a wide-tip permanent marker, and some finger paint. Preset the easels onstage facing away from the audience. Hide a visual of a mirror under a box or black cloth onstage.

· Music and Sound Effects (SFX): For worship, you will need The Way I Was Made CD. For walk-in/walk-out music, we suggest the theme to Spider-Man (available at iTunes®). (Note: See permissions info in week 1.)
SFX: Play the theme from Spider-Man as kids enter.

Host should rush out onstage, wrapped up in the net, as kids are seated.
1. Get Started

HOST: “Oh, hi, there. Sorry it took me a bit longer to get started today. As you can see, I’m a little tied up at the moment. You’ll never guess what happened. You see, my brother is really into fishing. He’s always asking me to go and it’s just not really my thing. But to tell you what I really think, I’m kind of tired of my brother ALWAYS bragging about the big fish he catches. So I figured it couldn’t be THAT hard, right? I mean, you’ve got bait, a hook, even a net if you need it. And most lakes have more than enough fish to go around. How hard can it be?

“Well, when we got to the lake, I started bragging to my brother about how I’d been fishing a little myself. I wanted him to think that I was just as good at it as he is. I watched my brother cast his line—it was like the perfect cast and I knew I was in trouble. But I couldn’t let my brother know that I wasn’t any good.

“So I went to cast my line out into the water and I definitely wanted to get my line out further than his. I guess I put a little too much into my cast and I flung my arm with such force that I fell out of the boat, right into the water. Then in the process of trying to get back into the boat, I ended up getting caught up in my net. It was a total mess.

“I guess you could say that I did NOT make the wise choice. Remind me, what do we say about wise choices?”

KIDS and HOST: [Recycle] “I need to make the wise choice.”

HOST: “Right. Wish I’d thought about what we’ve been learning this month. Then I wouldn’t have ended up like this. [Recycle] Where do we go to find out how to make the wise choice?”
KIDS: “The Bible.”

HOST: “That’s right. You see, [Recycle] the Bible is like a mirror.

Pull out the mirror and look at yourself in it, wrapped in the net.

“Just like a mirror shows you the things on the outside that need to change—like the fact that I’m realizing just how silly I look with this net wrapped around me!— [Recycle] the Bible shows us the stuff on the inside that needs to change. Hmm. The things on the inside, huh? Like maybe wrong attitudes. Maybe I shouldn’t have been trying to one-up my brother. Maybe I should have just tried to enjoy something he loves to do. Maybe then I wouldn’t have gotten caught in my own net!
“I think I better go call my brother and apologize for ruining our fishing trip. Maybe somebody backstage can help me out of this net!”
Worship team enters; Host exits.

2. Worship

WORSHIP LEADER: “What’s up, everybody? I hope everyone is awake this morning because it’s time to worship the God of all creation! (Open Bible to Psalm 95:3-6, NIV, and read it.) ‘For the Lord is the great God, the great King above all gods. In his hand are the depths of the earth, and the mountain peaks belong to him. The sea is his, for he made it, and his hands formed the dry land. Come, let us bow down in worship, let us kneel before the Lord our Maker.’ God formed the mountains and the oceans. And because God is our Creator, I know [Recycle] I can trust God no matter what. Can you say that with me?”

KIDS and WORSHIP LEADER: [Recycle] “I can trust God no matter what.”

WORSHIP LEADER: “It’s time to use our voices to tell God how much we love Him. Let’s praise Him together and lift up our voices as one!”
On and On / track 6 / from The Way I Was Made
Storyteller enters carrying box of props; Worship team exits.
3. Present the Bible Lesson

Storyteller: Note that the following Bible lesson script has been organized into three main points (noted in red) to help you present it in a memorable way. The lesson concludes with a “closer” to help make real-life application for kids.
STORYTELLER: “Hey, everyone. It’s really great to see all of you here today. I want to tell you guys about something that happened way back in the Old Testament. Now this particular event, like any good conflict, has a good guy and a bad guy. To help me fill you in on just exactly what happened, I’m going to need a little help. But before I choose some volunteers, let me give you some background. There are four main people in this story. And remember, it’s a true story; it really happened. There was a king. His name was Xerxes [ZURK seez]. That’s kind of a crazy name. Can you guys say ‘King Xerxes’?”

KIDS: “King Xerxes.”

STORYTELLER: “Awesome. And every king needs a queen, right? King Xerxes’ wife was named Esther. Queen Esther had a cousin named Mordecai [MAWR dih kigh]. Now Mordecai is definitely the good guy in this story. Do you know what Mordecai did? He actually saved the king’s life. It’s true. One day, when Mordecai was on duty at the palace, he overhead two guys plotting to kill the king. So Mordecai sent a message to his cousin Esther and bam—just like that, the king’s life was saved. Pretty cool, eh?

Count off on your fingers as you recap the four characters.
“So there’s King Xerxes, Queen Esther, Esther’s cousin Mordecai, and finally we have Haman [HAY muhn]. I’ll give you a heads up: Haman is the bad guy. To tell you about what happened, I need some help.

Select two kids from the audience; if you have an environment with just K-1st graders, you’ll also need a Small Group Leader to help.
“Okay, I’ve got four costumes here to represent these four people. You’ll be playing Esther.
Hand the first volunteer the wig.

“And you’ll also be playing Mordecai.

Hand the same volunteer the prayer shawl.

“And you will be playing King Xerxes and Haman.

Hand the second volunteer the crown and the cloak.

“So when I talk about the king or Esther or Mordecai or Haman, you have to listen really closely and put on your prop and act out what I’m saying. Make sense? Cool. Here we go.

Tip: As you prepare for the story, you may want to underline or highlight each person’s name in the story text to remind you to help kids keep up. Print the text of the story to put in your Bible or a three-ring binder. Read the story (if you wish) expressively, but know the story well enough that you’re not tied to the notebook. It shouldn’t appear that you’re reading the story.
Haman’s Big promotion

STORYTELLER: “Once upon a time there was a king named Xerxes and a queen named Esther. King Xerxes decided to promote a guy named Haman as his second in command. That’s a pretty big promotion. It was so big, in fact, that whenever Haman would walk by, all the king’s officials bowed down to him. 

“All this bowing and showing respect to Haman would have been a great idea except for one thing: Haman was not a nice guy. In fact, he wasn’t honorable at all. Mordecai knew this. So Mordecai refused to bow.

(To the audience) “Now, let me ask you a question. If you were Haman with your big promotion and people bowing everywhere you go, you’d start to expect a certain kind of treatment, right? What if you found out that this guy Mordecai over here was refusing to bow and show you respect? As you can imagine, Haman was NOT happy. In fact, he was angry! The Bible says he was filled with rage.

Haman Devised a plan

STORYTELLER: “Because he was SO angry, Haman came up with a plan to take care of Mordecai. In fact, he decided that it wasn’t enough to deal with just Mordecai. Since Mordecai was Jewish, Haman lied to King Xerxes by making up a story to convince the king to kill all the Jews. Can you imagine? Like I said, Haman was not a good guy. Haman thought that lying would make his life better. But what Haman didn’t realize is that [Impress] lying to hurt someone else really hurts you.

“If you were the king, do you think you would’ve listened to Haman? (Pause for responses.) Well, you guys are smarter than the king here. But unfortunately, King Xerxes didn’t realize Haman was lying and he fell for Haman’s plan to get rid of ALL the Jews. And to make sure that his plan was carried out, Haman wrote letters in the king’s name to officials all over the land to put this evil plan in motion.
Ester revealed the truth

STORYTELLER: “But then there was Esther.

Wait for Esther volunteer to put on the wig.

“Hey, Esther. I’ve bet you’ve been wondering when your name would come up. Mordecai knew what Haman was planning and he knew that as the queen, Esther might be the only one who could stop Haman’s evil plan. When Mordecai revealed Haman’s plot, Esther came up with an idea.

“She decided to go see the king. Now that’s a whole other story, but let’s just say that Esther didn’t have an invitation to see the king. And just showing up without an invitation—even if you were the queen—might not have ended well. But thankfully, Esther was allowed to see the king and when she did, Esther invited him to a banquet.

“Esther didn’t just invite the king to the banquet. She also invited Haman. And she didn’t just have one banquet for them; she had two. You see, Esther decided that it was time to reveal exactly what Haman was up to. And at the second banquet, she did just that. King Xerxes was so angry that instead of executing the Jews as Haman had planned, Haman was the one who was put to death. (Note: You may wish to use the word punished if your environment is made up of only K-1st graders.)
“So in the end, the lie Haman told to hurt Mordecai ended up hurting Haman. Because [Impress] lying to hurt someone else really hurts you. 

“How about a hand for our volunteers? Thanks for your help; you can head back to your seats.

Pause for a moment as kids remove their costumes and move off stage.
close the story

STORYTELLER: “You know, that’s so important, we need to say it out loud together: [Impress] lying to hurt someone else really hurts you. Can you say that with me?”

CG: Bottom Line Slide
KIDS and STORYTELLER: [Impress] “Lying to hurt someone else really hurts you.”
STORYTELLER: “It’s pretty obvious that lying in this particular case didn’t work out for Haman. But what does this mean for us? Let me show you what I mean. [Insert Host’s name], can you come out here and help me?”

Host enters.

HOST: “Hey, did you call me?”

STORYTELLER: “Sure did. Can you help me? I need you to put this on.

Hand Host the apron. Pull the four easels up to the front of the stage and spread them out so that each one can be seen.
STORYTELLER: “Okay, let’s pretend these stick figures represent different people in your world.”

HOST: “What stick figures? I don’t see any stick figures.”

STORYTELLER: “That’s because you haven’t drawn them yet. You’re going to be our artist.

Walk over to the first easel, hand the Host the permanent marker, and encourage him to draw a simple stick figure quickly on each poster.

STORYTELLER: (Pointing to first figure) “Let’s say this is someone you want to be friends with. Maybe this is a popular kid. So you make up a story about someone else to try to get this person to be friends with you. 
Host takes the finger paint and quickly paints a big smear across the stick figure. After smearing the paint—because he’s a very messy painter—Host needs to wipe his hands on his apron. Move with Host to second easel.

STORYTELLER: “Let’s say this is your older brother and he gets a brand new cell phone for his birthday. You’re so jealous that you take it and hide it in your room. Only your mom calls the number and tracks it down in your room and you get in big trouble.

Host smears second stick figure with paint; wipes hands on apron. Move with Host to third easel.

STORYTELLER: “This is like the smartest kid in your class. He’s always getting A’s and he usually brags about it. So you lie and tell the teacher you saw him cheating. Only you get caught in your own lie and the teacher gives you a failing grade on your spelling test. Ouch.

Host smears third stick figure with paint; wipes hands on apron. Move with Host to last easel.
STORYTELLER: “Or how about this kid on your soccer team? Let’s say he scores the winning goal, but at school on Monday, you tell everyone that YOU scored it instead. But you get caught in your lie and now no one wants to be your friend.

Host smears fourth stick figure with paint; wipes hands on apron.
STORYTELLER: “All this paint represents the lies you tell in order to try to hurt someone else. But check this out. See this paint all over [insert Host’s name]? You see how he’s just as covered in paint as these stick figures are? That’s because [Impress] lying to hurt someone else really hurts you. Lying can cost others, but it WILL certainly cost you. Lying hurts your conscience and your reputation. It can get you in trouble and create consequences that you didn’t imagine or want. It also hurts God, and it hurts your relationship with God.
“No matter how you’re feeling, no matter what the circumstance, honesty is the best policy. Lying will not get you where you want to be. It may appear to at first, but eventually lying catches up with you. When you choose to be honest, not only will you not hurt others but you’ll also avoid hurting yourself. That’s definitely treating others the way you want to be treated. Have you heard that before?”

HOST: “Of course they’ve heard it before. What do we always say around here about how to treat others? Let’s say it together!”

KIDS and HOST: [Recycle] “I should treat others the way I want to be treated.”

STORYTELLER: “You guys are SO sharp! Why don’t we pray and ask God to help us always choose to be honest?”


4. Pray

STORYTELLER: “Heavenly Father, thank You for reminding us that we should always choose honesty. We know that when we lie to hurt others, it really hurts us. We want others to trust us. But sometimes it can be really tempting to lie. We know we need Your help to be and stay honest. Please help us to be honest this week. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.”

Storyteller and Host exit; Worship team enters.

5. Worship

WORSHIP LEADER: “I’m so thankful that God is trustworthy. He ALWAYS tells the truth. Because He is truthful, His Word is always true. We can trust what He says and turn to Him for guidance in any situation. Let’s sing this out to Him!”
I Turn to You / track 9 / from The Way I Was Made
WORSHIP LEADER: “Thanks for worshiping with us this morning. Have a great time in your small groups today!”
Dismiss children to their small groups.

SFX: Play the theme from Spider-Man as kids exit.
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