252 Basics Group Experience

Mar 28, 2010 – Week 4



Small Group, K-1

Exposed

Virtue: Honesty—choosing to be truthful in whatever you say and do.

Memory Verse: “The Lord detests lying lips, but he delights in men who are truthful.” Proverbs 12:22, NIV

Bible Story: Exposed (Judas betrays Jesus) • John 12:3-6; Matthew 26:14-16,20-25,47-50; 27:1-5
Bottom Line: You can lie so much you forget what matters.

Plug In: Focus the Energy (Small Groups, 10-15 minutes)

K–1st Grade

PREVIEW

Plug In is designed to introduce children to the day’s topic in a setting that gives them individualized attention from their Small Group Leader and plenty of interaction with a small group of peers. 

Divide the children by age into groups of no more than 10. You will need one Small Group Leader for each small group. Ideally, assign the same Small Group Leader to the same group of kids for the entire year. 

FOR LEADERS ONLY
Today we’re wrapping up our month-long focus on honesty, which is (1) choosing to be truthful in whatever you say and do. We’ve firmly established the fact that (2) God, who created truth, is always truthful and wants us to be as well—for many reasons. (3) Not only does He want us to follow Him and His ways, He wants us to be truthful in order to strengthen our relationships with others and to avoid negative consequences to ourselves. One of the perils of dishonesty that He wants to save us from is self-deception. Not only can we cheat, con, and fool others, we can also fool ourselves. We can justify our deceptions, telling ourselves that something’s okay when, in fact, it’s wrong. A lifestyle of dishonesty ultimately blinds us to what’s really important and separates us from God. Take Judas, for example. Did he practice deception for so long that he was insentient to who Jesus really was and to the outcome of his (Judas’) treachery? Whew—heavy stuff for a fifth grader, much less a kindergartner. (As always, though, the Bible story and activities present these truths and life applications in age-appropriate bites.) (4) So this week, help kids grasp what it means to be honest, not just with others, but with themselves. Help them see that God, who knows and sees all, wants to help them begin a lifestyle of honesty now, when they’re kids. Then He can help them live a lifetime based on what really matters: relationship with Him and with others. 

Note that today, being Palm Sunday, marks the start of the Easter season. We begin the Easter “story” today, with Judas and the events in Gethsemane, and continue through the end of next month, when we conclude it with Jesus’ return to heaven. 

GET READY 
For each small group, do the following: 

· Early Arriver: Provide an interesting offering container.

· Who Has It?: Provide a Koosh® ball or a Nerf® ball.

· Gather the leaders together to pray before the kids arrive. Pray that each child would listen and learn the Bible truths presented during today’s session. If any kids arrive before or during the prayer, invite them to participate with the leaders.

Early Arriver Idea

SUPPLIES: an interesting offering container 

Encourage the kids to share any times this week when they chose to tell the truth. Invite the kids to put their offerings in the offering container.
Who Has It?
SUPPLIES: Koosh® or Nerf® ball

Choose one child to be “It.” Guide all the other kids to stand 5 to 10 feet behind “It.” Give “It” the ball and lead him to turn his back to the group, close his eyes, and toss the ball over his head. Whoever catches the ball must hide it behind her back. All the other kids must hold their hands behind their backs, too. When the group is set, guide “It” to turn around and guess who has the ball. Whoever has the ball must tell the truth. Continue as time remains, allowing different children to be “It.”
WRAP UP

SMALL GROUP LEADER: “You did a good job following the rules of the game and being honest. [Transition] In our Bible story today, we’ll hear about someone who wasn’t honest in his actions or his words.”
Lead your group to the large group area.

Exposed

Virtue: Honesty—choosing to be truthful in whatever you say and do.

Memory Verse: “The Lord detests lying lips, but he delights in men who are truthful.” Proverbs 12:22, NIV

Bible Story: Exposed (Judas betrays Jesus) • John 12:3-6; Matthew 26:14-16,20-25,47-50; 27:1-5
Bottom Line: You can lie so much you forget what matters.

Catch On: Make the Connection (Small Groups, 25-30 minutes)

K–1st Grade

PREVIEW

Catch On is designed to help kids understand how the day’s topic applies to them. They’ll discuss real-life experiences, interact with a close-knit group of peers, and participate in a variety of activities that appeal to different learning styles. Life-application and memory-verse activities, as well as prayer, are always a part of this hands-on time.

Gather children into the same small groups as for Plug In. Make sure the same Small Group Leader works with the children.

GET READY

For each small group, do the following:

· New Treasure: Provide a small, inexpensive box for each child (a foldable gift box, smallish cardboard jewelry box, balsa wood box, etc.). Also provide items the kids can use to decorate the boxes, such as glitter glue, sequins, buttons, shells, and ribbon scraps. You’ll also need a supply of Hershey’s Kisses®.

· Prayer Boxes: You’ll need the treasure boxes the kids make in the first activity.  

· Verse Maze: You’ll need Bibles, one copy of “Verse Maze” (from the Activity Pages on the Web site) for each child, and pencils.

· Honest or Dishonest?: You’ll need the spiderweb game board from week 1.

· Make copies on cardstock of this week’s GodTime and Fridge Door cards. 
* If you don’t have time to do all these activities, be sure to do activity #1. Activity #4 is particularly good for children who need to move in order to stay engaged (not just for boys). 
* 1. New Treasure (Bible story review / application activity)
SUPPLIES: boxes, decorative items, Hershey’s Kisses®

Give every child a box. Encourage kids to use the items you provided to decorate the boxes. As the kids create, review the Bible story. Ask: How was Judas dishonest with money? (He stole money from the disciples’ money box.) How was Judas dishonest with his words? (When Jesus told the disciples that one of them would hand Him over to His enemies, Judas said, ‘It isn’t me, is it, Teacher?’ even though he had already been paid by the chief priests to turn Jesus over to them. He used his words to pretend to Jesus that he hadn’t done this.) How was Judas dishonest with his actions? (He gave Jesus a kiss so the chief priests would know who to arrest. He gave Jesus a kiss like he was Jesus’ friend, but he was really Jesus’ enemy.) When the kids finish, invite them to fill their boxes with Hershey’s Kisses. Explain that when they see the Kisses, it’ll remind them to think about the consequences before they lie and choose to tell the truth instead, like Judas should have done. When they choose to tell the truth instead of a lie, they can take out a Kiss and eat it as a reward.

SMALL GROUP LEADER: “Judas was dishonest with the disciples’ money; he was dishonest with his words; and he was dishonest with his actions: he betrayed Jesus. That means he turned Jesus over to His enemies while he pretended to be Jesus’ friend. Judas was a great example of the fact that [Impress] you can lie so much you forget what matters. Judas was dishonest in so many ways that he forgot what was really important: Jesus’ friendship. In the end, Judas’ dishonesty not only betrayed Jesus, but it also destroyed his own life. You don’t have to be like Judas. You can choose to be honest. You can choose to [Apply] think about the consequences before you decide to lie, and you can ask God to help you be honest.”
2. Prayer Boxes (pray)
SUPPLIES: the treasure boxes from the previous activity

Lead kids to pray aloud after you. Your prayer time might sound like this:

SMALL GROUP LEADER: “Let’s talk to God out loud. Say this after me: Dear God (pause, guiding first one partner, then the other, to repeat after you), sometimes it’s hard to tell the truth (pause). Please give us the courage to tell the truth (pause). Please help us to think before we lie … (pause), to ask You for help … (pause), and to be honest, even if it’s hard (pause). We love You, God (pause). Amen (pause).
“Sometimes it’s easy to tell yourself that it’s okay to lie. The problem is that once you lie, it’s easier to lie again and again. Pretty soon, [Impress] you can lie so much you forget what matters. God doesn’t want that to happen to us. [Apply] God wants us to be honest. He wants us to be truthful in whatever we say and do.”
3. Verse Maze (memory verse activity)
SUPPLIES: Bibles, “Verse Maze” (Activity Page), pencils

Help the kids look up Proverbs 12:22. (Refer to the navigation suggestions in week 1 if necessary.) Read the verse aloud several times. Give each child a maze and a pencil. Lead the kids to complete the maze. First graders might read each word as they come to it; kindergartners might read with assistance.

SMALL GROUP LEADER: [Apply] “Just like Jesus knew when Judas was dishonest, God knows when we are dishonest—with others and with ourselves. God also knows that [Impress] you can lie so much you forget what matters. Our memory verse tells us that God hates dishonesty, but He delights in honesty. He loves it. This week, let’s try to make God smile by being honest.”
4. Honest or Dishonest? (a classroom-wide application activity / great for boys)
SUPPLIES: spiderweb game board from week 1

Set the web game board in the center of the room and guide the kids to gather around. Lead them to march in rhythm around the edge of the web as you call out the situations below. If the situation describes something honest, the kids should run from the web and touch a wall—they won’t get caught in a web of lies if they’re being honest! If the situation talks about something dishonest, the kids should stomp on the web to show their disapproval. After each run or stomp, the kids should return to marching around the web. 

· You bump the coffee table and your mom’s vase falls and breaks. Later, your mom finds the broken vase. When she asks what happened, you say, “I don’t know.” 

· Your friends went to Disney World®, and it’s all they can talk about. You tell your friends that you’re going to Disney World this summer, even though you have no idea if you are or not.

· You get a kids meal at McDonald’s® and yours has two toys inside. You give the extra toy back to the cashier. 

· Your friend pushes someone in line, and that person gets hurt. When your teacher asks what happened, you don’t say anything. 

· You see a woman drop a $20 bill. She walks away, not knowing that she’s dropped it. You pick it up and take it to her.

· Your brother gets some candy at a party. You take a piece without asking permission. 

· You tell your parents that you got in trouble at school, even though you know it means that you’ll be grounded. 

· You accidentally tear a page in your library book. Instead of turning it in without saying anything, you tell the librarian what happened. 

· There’s a coat that’s been on the playground for two days. You really like it, so you decide to take it home since no one’s claimed it. 

· You and your friend are playing a game. Your friend gets confused about whose turn it is. You say it’s your turn, even though you know it’s your friend’s turn.  

SMALL GROUP LEADER: “You all did a great job picking out what was honest and what was dishonest. Sometimes it’s tempting to think that it’s okay to lie to get out of trouble, to get a friend out of trouble, to make someone happy, or even to get something that you really want. [Apply] You can fool yourself into thinking something’s okay when it’s really wrong. [Personalize] (Briefly tell the kids about a time you convinced yourself that it was okay to be dishonest. You can use the scenarios above to jog your memory.) But you know what? God says it’s not okay to lie, because [Impress] you can lie so much you forget what matters.”
Wrap Up

Bring together all the groups in your classroom so the Classroom Facilitator can conclude the session with a review. Be prepared to distribute this week’s GodTime and Fridge Door cards.

CLASSROOM FACILITATOR: “Why do you think God wants us to be honest? (Pause for answers.) You’re right. God wants us to be honest with others so they’ll trust us and be our friends. He wants our parents to be able to trust us to tell the truth. And He wants us to be like Him: He is always honest. God NEVER tells a lie. When we choose to be DIShonest with our words and actions, and we keep on being dishonest, God knows that we’ll forget what’s really important: having a good relationship with God and with other people. That’s why He wants us to make a habit of being honest. 

“Be sure to take home your treasure boxes and your memory verse page to remind you to choose honesty. See you next week!”
Give each child a GodTime card. Distribute Fridge Door cards to parents as they arrive.
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