252 Basics Group Experience

Mar 21, 2010 – Week 3



Small Group, K-1

Do Over

Virtue: Honesty—choosing to be truthful in whatever you say and do.

Memory Verse: “The Lord detests lying lips, but he delights in men who are truthful.” Proverbs 12:22, NIV

Bible Story: Do Over (Jesus and Zacchaeus) • Luke 19:1-10
Bottom Line: Truthfulness builds friendships; dishonesty tears them down.

Plug In: Focus the Energy (Small Groups, 10-15 minutes)

K–1st Grade

PREVIEW

Plug In is designed to introduce children to the day’s topic in a setting that gives them individualized attention from their Small Group Leader and plenty of interaction with a small group of peers.

Divide the children by age into groups of no more than 10. You will need one Small Group Leader for each small group. Ideally, assign the same Small Group Leader to the same group of kids for the entire year.

FOR LEADERS ONLY
Honesty is all about (1) choosing to be truthful in whatever you say and do. Words can be honest or dishonest. Actions can be honest or dishonest. Even if we don’t outright lie, we may cheat in order to gain something, like Zacchaeus. And like Zacchaeus, we’ll find that a little fraud here and there may yield short-term gains but long-term losses, especially in relationships. The good news is that although (2) God sets high standards for our integrity, He’s also a forgiver when we come up short. (3) He wants us to be honest from the beginning. But if we aren’t (and who among us has never been a fraud, even a little?), He offers a do-over, just like Jesus did with Zacchaeus. And like Zacchaeus, God wants us to take courage in hand, own up to it, and try to make amends. (4) Because truthfulness—in word and in deed—builds up friendships; dishonesty tears them down.

GET READY
For each small group, do the following:

· Early Arriver: Pull aside one box of tower-building items from “Build Up, Tear Down” (below). Provide an interesting offering container.

· Build Up, Tear Down: You’ll need Legos®, blocks of any kind, and 10 to 12 plastic cups. Place each kind of items in its own box and set the boxes in an open area. Be sure the boxes are at least five feet from each other. Label each box 1, 2, or 3. You’ll also need a stopwatch or a clock with a second hand.

· Gather the leaders together to pray before the kids arrive. Pray that each child would listen and learn the Bible truths presented during today’s session. If any kids arrive before or during the prayer, invite them to participate with the leaders.

Early Arriver Idea

SUPPLIES: box of tower-building items, an interesting offering container

Encourage the kids to use the items to practice building a tower. Invite the kids to put their offerings in the offering container.
Build Up, Tear Down
SUPPLIES: three boxes of items, a watch

Divide the group into three teams. Station each team by a box. Challenge the teams to use the items in the boxes to quickly build the tallest towers they can. After about 30 seconds call, “Stop!” Guide the teams to tear down their towers, place the items back in the boxes, and run (rotate) to another box. Keep the pace quick. Continue to rotate stations as time allows.

WRAP UP

SMALL GROUP LEADER: “Wow! You all did a great job building your towers and then tearing them down. [Transition] In large group we’ll learn about something else you can build up and tear down. Let’s find out what it is.”
Lead your group to the large group area.

Note: Keep the plastic cups for use in the Wrap Up at the end of Catch On.

Do Over

Virtue: Honesty—choosing to be truthful in whatever you say and do.

Memory Verse: “The Lord detests lying lips, but he delights in men who are truthful.” Proverbs 12:22, NIV

Bible Story: Do Over (Jesus and Zacchaeus) • Luke 19:1-10
Bottom Line: Truthfulness builds friendships; dishonesty tears them down.

Catch On: Make the Connection (Small Groups, 25-30 minutes)

K–1st Grade

PREVIEW

Catch On is designed to help kids understand how the day’s topic applies to them. They’ll discuss real-life experiences, interact with a close-knit group of peers, and participate in a variety of activities that appeal to different learning styles. Life-application and memory-verse activities, as well as prayer, are always a part of this hands-on time.

Gather children into the same small groups as for Plug In. Make sure the same Small Group Leader works with the children.

GET READY

For each small group, do the following:

· Webs and Ladders: Copy “Webs and Ladders” (from the Activity Pages on the Web site) on cardstock. Make one copy for every two kids. Also copy and cut apart “Picture Cards” (from the Activity Pages on the Web site). Make one set for every two kids. Place each group of “web” scenarios in one paper lunch bag and the “ladder” scenarios in another for each pair of kids. Draw a simple web or ladder on each bag, respectively. You’ll also need a game piece for each child and a game die for every two kids.

· Honesty Is Best: You’ll need a Bible and a small stepladder or step stool. For added fun, cut large leaves from green construction paper and provide a few plain-colored bath towels.

· Verse Chant: You’ll need a Bible and the spiderweb game board from week 1.

· I’m Sorry: Provide construction paper, markers, stickers, and any other fun items kids can use to make cards.

· Wrap Up: Provide the plastic cups from Plug In.

· Make copies on cardstock of this week’s GodTime and Fridge Door cards.
* If you don’t have time to do all these activities, be sure to do activity #1. Activity #2 is particularly good for children who need to move in order to stay engaged (not just for boys). 
* 1. Webs and Ladders (application activity)
SUPPLIES: “Webs and Ladders” (Activity Page), “Picture Cards” (Activity Page), paper lunch bags, dice, game pieces

Divide the group into pairs. Give each pair a game board, a die, and two bags: one with “web” scenarios and one with “ladder” scenarios. Guide the kids to play the game as you would play “Chutes and Ladders.” When the kids land on a ladder, lead them to pull a card from the “ladder” bag, look at the picture, tell their partner what is happening in the picture, and then move their game piece up the ladder. If they land on a “web,” they’ll pull a card from the “web” bag, describe what is happening, and then slide their game piece down the web’s thread. The game ends when both kids reach the friends at the top.

“Ladder” Cards:

· A child telling her friend the truth about breaking her toy. 

· A child giving his friend the bigger of two halves of a cookie instead of “cheating” her out of a fair share.  

· A child agreeing to keep her friend’s secret (with finger over mouth in a “shh” gesture).

· A child telling an adult about a bully who’s being mean to a friend instead of keeping it a secret. 

“Web” Cards:

· A child moving a game piece forward while his friend isn’t looking. 

· A child blaming a friend for something he didn’t do (finger pointing).

· A child stealing a toy from another child (tucking it under her shirt).

· A child taking the last snack while his friend isn’t looking. 

SMALL GROUP LEADER: [Apply] “What does honesty between friends look like? If you’re honest with your friends, will you cheat them at a game? (No.) Will you cheat your friend out of a fair share of a cookie? (No.) Will you say something is your friend’s fault even when it’s not? (No.) God wants us to be honest with our friends because [Impress] truthfulness builds friendships; dishonesty tears them down. When we are dishonest, people may not want to be our friends anymore. What are some ways you can be honest with your friends? (You can be fair; you can tell them the truth; you can keep their secrets; you can tell them in a nice way when they’ve done something wrong or unkind.) [Personalize] (Briefly tell the kids one way you are honest with your friends.) Always remember: [Impress] truthfulness builds friendships; dishonesty tears them down.”

2. Honesty Is Best (application activity / Bible story review / great for boys)
SUPPLIES: Bible, stepladder or stool; optional: green leaves, bath towels

Open the Bible to Luke 19. Choose one child to be Zacchaeus, one child to be Jesus, and one child to be the tree. The other kids can be the people of Jericho. Guide the “tree” to stand by the stepladder. If you have the construction paper leaves, the child can hold them and wave them in the air. If you provided bath towels, help “Zacchaeus” and “Jesus” put them over their heads. Guide the kids to retell the story. Provide help as needed. Whenever the “people of Jericho” hear Zacchaeus’ name, they should sneer: “He’s a cheat!” Safety note: Be sure to spot Zacchaeus when he stands on the stepstool to “climb the tree.” 

SMALL GROUP LEADER: “You did a great job retelling the story. Before Zacchaeus met Jesus, he was dishonest. He took more money from people than he needed to. But when Zacchaeus met Jesus, it changed him on the inside. He realized he’d been living a dishonest life and that he needed to be saved from it. So he was honest with Jesus and made a U-turn in his life: he chose to stop being dishonest and to be honest instead. [Apply] It’s best to be honest from the beginning. But like Zacchaeus, if you are dishonest, God wants you to be honest with Him about what you’ve done wrong and to try to make it right. God wants you to do this because He knows that [Impress] truthfulness builds friendships; dishonesty tears them down.”

3. Verse Chant (memory verse activity)
SUPPLIES: Bible, spiderweb game board

Spread out the spiderweb game board and guide each child to stand in a space. Open the Bible to Proverbs 12:22 and read the verse to the children. Guide the kids to say the verse with you. Next, guide the kids to slowly march around the game board, chanting one word of the verse for each space they move. When they reach the end of the web, they should run back to the center space and start again. Repeat the verse a few times, encouraging the kids to move in different ways: hop, tiptoe, walk backwards, walk sideways, etc.

SMALL GROUP LEADER: “Our memory verse tells us that God delights in people who are truthful. [Apply] That means it pleases God when we tell the truth. God is happy when we are truthful because when we tell the truth, we are being like Him. We are also making the wise choice, because [Apply] cheating others is really cheating yourself. Remember: [Impress] truthfulness builds friendships; dishonesty tears them down.”

4. I’m Sorry (pray)
SUPPLIES: construction paper, markers, stickers, card supplies

Direct the kids to close their eyes. Lead them to think of a time when they were dishonest. Also lead them to think about the person they were dishonest with. Next, guide the kids to use the supplies to make an “I’m sorry” card for that person. Print I’m sorry on a piece of paper for kids to copy. When the kids finish, lead them to pray silently, asking God to forgive them for being dishonest. You might say the following sentence prayer aloud, pausing after each phrase to allow the kids time to say it silently: “Dear God, please forgive me for being dishonest. Amen.” Encourage the kids to give their cards to the people they have been dishonest with.

SMALL GROUP LEADER: “When Zacchaeus met Jesus, he wanted to become honest and to make up for his dishonesty. He told Jesus that he would pay back any money he’d cheated out of people and that he would even give away a lot of his money. This was Zacchaeus’ way of telling Jesus and the people that he was really sorry for being dishonest. Have you ever been dishonest with someone? (Pause for answers.) [Personalize] (Briefly tell the kids about a time you were dishonest, but later told the truth.) [Apply] It can take courage to tell the truth, especially after you’ve been dishonest. But this is exactly what God wants us to do, because [Impress] truthfulness builds friendships; dishonesty tears them down.”

Wrap Up

Bring together all the groups in your classroom so the Classroom Facilitator can conclude the session with a review. Be prepared to distribute this week's GodTime and Fridge Door cards. Be sure the Classroom Facilitator has a set of plastic cups.

CLASSROOM FACILITATOR: (Build a pyramid with the cups as you say the following.) “Today we learned that [Impress] truthfulness builds friendships. (Pause until you complete the tower, then knock down the tower as you say the rest of the bottom line.) Dishonesty tears them down. Like Zacchaeus, we may cheat in order to gain something, but when people find out, we may lose their friendship. So if we think we’re cheating someone else, we’re really cheating ourselves. From now on, be honest with your friends. You’ll be glad you were.”
Give each child a GodTime card. Distribute Fridge Door cards to parents as they arrive.
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